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MORE ABOUT JOSIE 

 
 Josie was the pet name for Josephine Kuhnert Heimer that her sister, Minnie 
Schueneman, used to call her, but for us who knew her she was Aunt Jo.  She has been 
included in many stories about others because she was always a part of the family and 
particularly she was foremost with Minnie in the booklet SISTERS that described the two 
sisters during their lives and their symbiotic relationship. 

Despite her being a major character in the booklet and a 
minor character in others’ stories, Josie herself was quite unique 
for her time.  She was born in 1858, the first girl after three 
boys, of Charles Kuhnert and Wilhelmina Wiggenhorn.  This is 
a picture from a larger group when she was just 13 and just 
before her mother died. 

Her father had moved from Woodstock, Illinois where 
she was born to Waukegan where he had a vinegar factory.  Not 
much is known about Josie when she was growing up there except I found a chattel 
mortgage for a piano so it seems that piano lessons were part of her life.  

Many things happened to her when they lived in Waukegan.  First her mother 
died after a long illness, which was reported in the newspaper.  Because her brothers 
could not care for Josie and her sister Minnie, and because their father had to go back to 
Germany due to the illness of his mother, they were sent to a Catholic convent.  While 
this was terribly difficult on the two of them, they were able to receive a good education 

from the nuns. 
Their father didn’t stay single for long and in less than 

a year he married Bertha Zeese.  Exactly when Josie and 
Minnie returned home from the convent after the marriage is 
not known, but soon Charles moved his family again back to 
the area where he had been when Josie was born, but this time 
to a nearby little town called Johnsburg.  Charles opened a 
general store and for a few years was also the postmaster. 

Josie was not idle however.  There was a school but no 
teacher, so prior to the nuns arriving Josie taught the children 
for four years.  The Kuhnert family was growing but in this 
German town, the church had an active young people’s 
association, and it was through it she would meet her future 
husband.   
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Josie and her sister Minnie had a joint wedding when she was 24.  Joseph Heimer 
had been working in Chicago but obviously had been visiting his family who had a farm 
in the area and of course belonged to the same church.  This was true of Minnie, her sister 
also.  John Schueneman’s family had a farm and belonged to the same church, so the 
sisters, being so close, decided to get married together. 

Both of their husbands lived and worked in Chicago, 
so both girls moved there after the wedding and lived close 
to one another.  However, Joseph Heimer, the husband of 
Josie, was quite a business man and decided to expand.  He 
bought the McHenry House in the town of McHenry and 
Josie became the important and well-to-do matron of the 
hotel. 

There were many parties and many social events and 
Josie had lots of help.  It was the party place of McHenry 
and the activities were often chronicled in the small 
newspaper.  During this time Josie and Joe had a son who 
grew up and matured and eventually married and moved to 
Chicago. 

Life was not kind to Josie.  Joe became very ill and felt he had to sell the 
McHenry House.  This was not a problem as he tried very hard to overcome his illness, 
but Josie became a widow at age 50 when Joe died in 1908. 

Her son lived in Chicago and so did her sister Minnie so she decided she would 
move back there to be close to both of them.  But again, fate stepped in and another 
change was in store for Josie. 

Unfortunately, her son who worked for the government as a postmaster on the 
trains was sorting the mail on one of his runs, when his gun, which he carried to protect 
the mail, was discharged and he mortally wounded himself.  This was a terrible blow to 
Josie.  Her only family was her brother, her sister Minnie, and Minnie’s family and so she 
asked her brother to move in with her.  She moved to McHenry to be with her sister who 
by this time had returned to McHenry, and to be with her family who loved her very 
much. 

When Josie died at age 89 she left a legacy in St. Mary’s Church.  She was 
instrumental in organizing the Lady Foresters and was the 
first chief ranger having been elected first in 1906.  She 
was also active in the Christian Mothers and Altar Society.  
But most of all she was a most frugal woman.  When she 
died in 1946 her estate was valued at $7500.  This was all 
saved from what her husband had left her in 1908.  Her 
heirs were many.  They included her sister of course, but 
also the pastor of St. Mary’s Church, The Little Flower 
Society, St. Joseph’s Union, her godchild Jane Durland 
Kidder, Joan Durland, Kate Weber, Gertie Weber, Harry 
Durland, Elvera Durland, Anna Heimer, Mary Durland, 
Mitzi Durland, Clarence Craig, Hattie Craig, and Edna J. 

Heimer.  She seemed to remember all those who remembered her.  She was my great 
Aunt Jo and I have many fond memories of her.  
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