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ANOTHER LOVE STORY 

 
This story is from the Germantown Historical Society.  It was found in a historical record and 
sent to me by the Society.  Since the original was so hard to read, I have rewritten it for clarity, 
rather than publishing a copy. 
 

Somewhere about 1675, several years before the coming of William Penn, there 
arrived four adventurers from Germany.  The names of three of them were: Heinrich 
Frey, Weigart Levering, and Jacob Reiff.  These men located as squatters on a broad 
huckleberry plain between what later became Germantown and Roxborough, 
Pennsylvania.  As the climate was congenial to them, and fish and game plentiful, they 
enjoyed themselves very well for a time.  But then Reiff, who with Frey was a bachelor, 
became discontented with his bachelorhood to a point such that he went back to Germany 
to get himself a wife and promising, if he succeeded, to bring the Levering family back 
with him.  Reiff found a wife and made his way back with her and Levering’s wife and 
daughter, the latter little more than but a child whose name was Anna Catherine. 
 The domestic happiness, which seemed to pervade the households of Levering 
and Reiff, disquieted Frey and incited in him a desire to go and do likewise.  
Marriageable women in Pennsylvania, however, were scarce, although Philadelphia and 
Germantown were then beginning to be settled.  Apparently the only available female 
was Levering’s daughter, Catherine, and for her Frey straightway applied, and the parents 
raised no objections.  Now it appears that Frey was an aged man and Catherine a young 
girl only just entering womanhood.  Under these circumstances it was thought best, in a 
measure, to consult neighbors in the matter, lest some of them might raise objections to 
the wedding.  This was accordingly done by making a declaration of intention in writing 
and tacking it on the door of the meeting house in Germantown on March 24, 1692. 
 With no objections to the marriage being raised by anyone, the ceremony was 
duly performed on the 28th day of April, 1692, in the presence of Francis Daniel Pastorius 
and the entire population of Germantown, who affixed their signatures to the marriage 
certificate.  This marriage certificate was in English and German, each in a separate 
column, the former on the right and the latter on the left-hand side of the page, and read 
as follows: 

‘Anna Catherine Levering of Mulheim in the county of Bruck, likewise of High 
Germany, young woman, now of the said township, after the consultation with her 
respective parents, have produced a sufficient testification of their clearness of all 
other engagements under the hand of several credible persons unto one of the 
justices of the peace in the Bailiwick of Germantown, as also published and 

Volume XI, Page 15 



Volume XI, Page 16 

affixed their intention of marriage on the meeting house of the said town the 24th 
day of the 1st month (March) past, This present certificate witnesseth that the said 
Henry Frey and Anna Catharina Levering have this day solemnized with their 
marriage by taking one another as husband and wife, according to the law of this 
country, before and in the presence of us who names are herunto (sic) written, at 
Germn., the 26th day of the 2nd month (April).Anno Domini 1692. 

     Francis Daniel Pastorius 
     Justice of the Peace’ 
  

In signing this document the male witnesses affixed their signatures or their marks 
under the German, or left-hand, column and the female witnesses under the English, or 
right-hand, column.  Among those who could not write, and whose marks therefore 
appear instead, were the bride and groom.  In spite of the great difference in their ages the 
couple are said to have lived happily together and had nine children born to 
them….George, Jacob, William, Benjamin, Henry, Abraham, John, Rebecca, Elizabeth 
and Amelia. 
 Henry, or Heinrich, Frey was a turner by trade, and made many useful articles of 
woodwork, some of which are still in existence.  Among other things, he made for 
himself a wooden plow, the first instrument of its kind in the Province, pulled by two 
Swedish ponies that he imported, thought to be the first horses brought to Pennsylvania.  
 Now you might be wondering how this story has relevance to our ancestor 
Abraham Free.  Of the nine children of Heinrich Frey, one was named Abraham.  In 
much of Heinrich’s correspondence the name Frey is not only shown as Frey, but also as 
Fry and Free.  Since Abraham’s birth has not been proven by any Frees, our Abraham has 
been added by some in the family as being a child of Heinrich. There are many hints and 
nothing concrete, but it all adds up to our Abraham being the son of Heinrich and Anna 
Catherine. 
 In the account above, it was said that Anna Catherine was a mere child and 
Heinrich was aged.  However, Anna Catherine was born in 1675 which would make her 
17, and Heinrich was born in 1663 making him 29, by our standards not “aged!”  
Heinrich is known to be the first German to live in Pennsylvania and would have been 17 
years old when he arrived there.  He acquired 1250 acres and gave each of his children 
some before he died, and I think that is the Philadelphia land that our Abraham refers to 
in his will, which could be apart from the other land Abraham owned.  I researched all 
the deeds of Heinrich and while the names Frey, Free, and Frei were used often, I did not 
find any land specifically with Abraham’s name on it.  However, as I wrote in July in the 
story of Anne, in Abraham’s will his widow Anne inherited his property which was 
transferred to her second husband whom she married when Abraham died.  A deed of 
Abraham Free’s land has been found in Montgomery County, and both Heinrich Frey and 
his wife Anna Catherine are buried in Montgomery County.   I will let you be the judge 
of whether our Abraham Free is the son of Heinrich Frey.  If so, our Free genes go back 
to the year 1675 which is before William Penn. 
 Additionally, for me it is a coincidence that the subject of this story, Anna 
Catherine Levering, was born in Mulheim, Westphalia, Germany.  Her father was born in 
Munster, Westphalia.  This is the same area that our Schuenemann and Greitenevert 
ancestors are from.  Oh, the wonders of researching our ancestors!  
 


