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IT’S ALL ABOUT 
NANA 

 
          For those who didn’t know Nana, she was the proud grandmother of 20 grandchildren who, 
when she died at 91, left a wealth of anecdotes and memories about her.  For each child she wore 
a heart in a bracelet that jingled and jangled every time she moved, especially in church, as if to 
say “these are my pride and joy.”  She was impartial and loved to play games with them, but she 
was also a hard taskmaster and ruled her domain as the matriarch of the family with control and 
firmness. 

      Elvera Ann Schuenemann was born the 9th of July, 1893 in 
Chicago, the youngest in a family with three brothers.  As you can see 
she was a chubby baby. Unfortunately, Cook County didn’t request 
birth certificates until 1891 and the 1890 census burned so there is not 
much available about her birth or her brothers, who had no registered 
birth certificates.  However, I think it is safe to say Elvera was born at 
home.  In 1880 John, her father, was listed as a carpenter living with 
his uncle on Cornell Street, so we have to follow Elvera through her 
pictures but I believe she was 
born on Ashland Avenue  
because that is the next address I 

have for her.   

 

          However I do have a picture of Elvera when she was 
two years old.  Both of these photos, the baby picture above 
and the one of Elvera when she was two, are on “cabinet 
cards,” which are 4 ½ inches x 6 ½ inches and include the 
name and address of the photographer.  I hope you can see 
that Elvera looks a bit frightened when she was two -- one of 
the first times that I ever thought that anyone intimidated her.  
You can see that she is wearing a long white dress in both 
pictures.  Fortunately one of the dresses is still in existence 
and is being used as a christening dress.  It is safely restored.  
So the picture on the right must have been taken in 1895 and, 
again, I have to reiterate that there was no census for 1890 so 
it is very difficult to know anything about the family.  Both 
the pictures are the same type; that is, on a cabinet card. 
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      When I was writing my book on the Schuenemann family I 
requested pictures of all the families, and imagine my surprise when 
I received this one of my own mother.  It has become my favorite 
because I can picture her with my grandmother Minnie who told me 
that she would roll Elvera’s hair in rags to make the curls, and here I 
have received a perfect illustration of it.  It was sent to me by Joan 
Mary Schueneman Ross.  I think this picture depicts Elvera just 
before she started school which would be age 5.  Because I do have 
a census for 1900 at the time Elvera was six, and it said she was in 
school on that census, I am fairly 
certain I am correct about her age.   

 
      The next picture on the right is one 
I have taken from a group picture with 

her brothers.  I’m sorry that it isn’t clearer but Joan Larkin has the 
original.  I can place it around the time of the 1900 census, which 
puts the family living on 521 North Ashland.  What is surprising is 
that Elvera’s father’s occupation on that census was given as a 
saloon keeper.  I wish I could ask Elvera about that because I’m not 
sure that information is correct.  I know that Bernhard, John’s 

brother who built the building still standing 
today with the name Schueneman on it, did 
have a tavern and perhaps John was helping 
out when the census was taken.  Elvera and 
her brothers were in school at St. Boniface, 
which I was told was two blocks away on 
Noble Street.  
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      The next picture on the left is either 
Elvera’s communion or confirmation 
picture.  I understand that during her time 
First Communion took place at a later age.  
Perhaps you can see the date near the table 
legs, 1906, which makes her 13.   
      The group picture below may be hard to decipher, but it evidently 
was a celebration 

for her 8th grade graduation.  Elvera is a 
little hard to find but if you look closely, 

she is directly in 
the middle (arrow). 

 

 
      The last picture 
(on the left) is one 
of Elvera as a  
teenager of 14.       
 
I hope you have enjoyed this montage of Nana. 
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