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In the 2000 Issue there were two pictures ofthe Kuhnert Reunion that I dated in 1908 
because Joe Heimer died in July 1908. On this cover is another picture from that 
Reunion. In this photo the Kuhnert descendants are identified by number with the 
exception of Leo Schueneman and Rudolph, son of Bertha Zeese, second wife of Charles 
Kuhnert Sr, who are both missing. Review the 2000 Kuhnert issue for principal 
information of the family . In this issue is additional information. The list of those on the 
cover is as follows : 

1. Louis Kuhnert 
2. Joe Heimer - husband of Josephine Kuhnert 
3. Charles Heimer - barely visible, son of Josephine and Joe Heimer 
4. John Schueneman - husband of Minnie Kuhnert 
5. August Kuhnert 
6. Charles Kuhnert Jr. 
7. Henry Schueneman - son ofMinnie and John Schueneman 
8. Carrie Kuhnert - daughter of Louis and Lena Kuhnert 
9. Charles Schueneman - Son ofMinnie and John Schueneman 
10. (?) Edna Hunter - I'm not sure about this one 
11 . Margaret Kuhnert - wife of Charles Kuhnert Jr. 
12. Imogene Kuhnert - wife of August Kuhnert 
13. Elvera Schueneman - daughter ofMinnie and John Schueneman 
14. Bertha Kuhnert - stepmother of the Kuhnert brothers and sisters 
15. Josephine Heimer - wife of Joe Heimer 
16. Minnie Schueneman - wife of John Schueneman 
17. Lena Kuhnert - wife of Louis Kuhnert 
18. Louis Kuhnert Jr. - son ofLouis Kuhnert and Lena 
19. Leota Kuhnert - wife of Louis Kuhnert Jr. 

A correction: In the 2000 Kuhnert issue the identification of the woman third from the 
left was wrong. She is Carrie Kuhnert, daughter of Louis. I'm really at a loss about the 
female second from the right. J do not think she is the wife of anyone in this time period. 
This row is all unmarried children with the exception of Charles Heimer who is the only 
unmarried male in the groups of couples. Charles Heimer was married in 1911 and 
Charles Schueneman was married in 1910 so take your pick; is the one on the right Edna 
Hunter (Heimer) or Lillian Glader (Schueneman)? They are the only other females to be 
in the family. Be sure and check the photos in the 2000 issue. 
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LOUIS 


Louis seemed to be by far the 
most successful of the Kuhnert brothers. 
He was the second son of Charles and 
Wilhelmina, known as Mena. 

There is a brief biography of 
Louis in the 2000 Kuhnert issue. Now, 
by putting together all the tidbits about 
his career and the years they occurred, a 
more definitive picture of his life is 
emergmg. 

For example, his father, Charles, 
moved from Waukegan to Johnsburg 
about the year 1874, where Otillia was 
born according to the St. John's records. 

That same year, there was an 
announcement of a gala in Martine's 
Academy in Chicago in which Louis 
participated. That announcement 
appeared in the 1999 Kuhnert Issue. It 
can only be assumed that Louis, who 
was twenty-one at that time, did not go 
to Johnsburg with his family but went to 
Chicago to work. 

I have tried in vain to find a 
history of that Academy and have finally 
concluded it was a school that taught 
ballroom dancing. He was too old to be 
in school and there were many dance 

schools in Chicago at that 
time. 

The next reference I 
found was in 1883 when he 
married Lena Lassman in 
Chicago. Lena was also a 
first generation American 
whose parents were from 
Germany. This leads me to 
believe he met her at some 
German function in 
Chicago. At that time 
Chicago had a huge German 

population. There is an interesting twist 
to their family. Lena's sister 

Dora lived with them. As far as I can 
determine she was a single lady. 

Louis had married just one year 
after his two sisters, Josephine and 
Minnie. They moved to Chicago. 
However, this wasn't a coincidence 
because the spouses, Joe Heimer and 
John Schueneman, were both employed 
in the city. 

In 1884 a son Louis Jr. was born 
and in 1884 a daughter Carrie was born. 
Their stories follow. 

The next note I found on Louis 
Sr. concerns his father. As noted before, 
Charles had moved his family to 
Johnsburg after he married Bertha Zeese. 
He bought property with a general store 
and post office. In the McHenry County 
courthouse records in 1879 is a notation 
that Charles Kuhnert was fined for 
selling spirits on Sunday. Because of 
this he might not have been able to buy 
more merchandise due to not having any 
credit rating with Dun and Bradstreet. 

That assumption is made 
because in 1882 Louis is on record as 
having a D&B rating in Johnsburg. It 
could only have been for his father, as 
Louis to my knowledge was never a part 
of the Johnsburg business. So, one can 
conclude that Louis had already started 
his illustrious business career and was 
successful enough to help out his father. 

In fact Louis was so successful 
that he was mentioned in the Blue Book 
of 1905, the definitive elite record of 
prominent individuals in Chicago. Not 
only did it give a brief history of his 
holdings and his ownership in Rernien & 
Kuhnert but also told of his membership 
in the South Shore Country Club and 



the Chicago < HJ.U'V<J. ... Club. Both were 
very costly and admitted UU........,UH"'" 

and select V'''",H''w''''. 

these memberships 
death. The 1910 

census shows that he owned his house 
free of any 

At this his siblings, his two 
Josephine Minnie and his 

brothers Charles August all lived 
in Chicago. 

The company ofRemien and 
Kuhnert, touting the finest 
wallpaper company the world, was 
flourishing. market was on an 
upswing and was investing in 

companies, them a 
Mining Co. and a Zinc 

Company. all proved 
worthless when 

He also held mortgages 
that also proved after he died. 

Plus he owned many pieces of 
estate, which included some 

orooertv on West Street. 
to be to payoff his 

And at the 
picture, Louis was to his assets, 

with money others invested in 
company. Remien Kuhnert 

undoubtedly was but I don't 
stock was traded. 

Louis died on ofMay 
1 His estate was to be 
approximately $181,000, quite a sum at 
that time, but his liabilities came to 
almost that amount. No doubt Louis 

to clear up all debts as his 
improved. was long of 
had . company, 

but some were very 
example, Josephine 

had a claim for almost $7,000 for which 
was being paid interest. brother 

August had a claim to the estate 
$7,248. stepmother 
a claim 

It seems that he had even 
borrowed the Lassman 
amounting to $8,000. 

were the family 'VI"'''''':> 
that I There were 
other more 
assets. 

only a widow's 
award of $7,000. When totaled, 
disbursements were $184,000 leaving a 
cash deficiency as noted by the courts 
$3,000. But at everyone who had 
invested with had been reimbursed. 

FinanciaHy, he was more 
successful Charles. 
was more than his 
law John his sister 
Minnie's husband. Fortunately neither 
of them had in Remien and 
Kuhnert. 

1'm sure that Louis did not 
that he would At the 
of the family which I 
were taken early 1908, all looked 
happy and serene. Louis at 54 
looked very prosperous. 

would have no way of 
knowingJosephine's 
husband was going to 
die immediately 

were 
or that his son 

would suicide or 
himself 
1920 leaving 

estate in such dire 
straits. 

to 
family 
pictures were taken in 
1908, but in the end was 
he the most successful? 

4 




LOUIS JR. 

The story about Louis Kuhnert 
Jr. is not a happy one. I gave you an 
account of his suicide in the 2000 issue 
but since then I have uncovered some 
other details about his life. 

Louis Jr. was born on the 23rd of 
January 1884 in Chicago. Little is 
known about his formative years or 
where he went to school. He married 
Leota in 1908 which means that at the 
family reunion she was just a bride. 
Leota was born in 1887, also in Illinois. 

The 1910 census says that he was 
an engineer in a manufacturing 
company. Between that time and the 
time he committed suicide in 1917, he 
must have gone to work for his father as 
a wallpaper merchant. This is on his 
death certificate. 

In the cause of death on the 
certificate, it reads "suicide by shocking 
while temporarily insane." He left a five 
year old daughter and a thirty year old 
wife. There was an inquest which I 
might request some day. 

CARRIE 

I vaguely remember Carrie but I 
had heard a lot about her. She was the 
only daughter ofLouis Sf. and Lena, and 
lived with them during her life. She was 
born in 1888 and to my knowledge never 
married. ,Her middle initial was D., quite 
possibly Dora, named after her Aunt 
Dora Lassman who lived with the 
family. 

I have no record of her ever 
working but I did find a picture of her in 
the files of the Chicago Daily News. 
The caption was ,,;fhe Daughter ofLouis 
Kuhnert on The Golf Grounds 1916." I 
would assume the golf grounds were on 
either the South Shore Country Club or 
the Chicago Athletic Club. Her father 
W'dS a member of both. 

This picture is the reason I 
renamed the young girl on page 2 of this 
issue. Carrie would have been twenty at 
the time, around the ages of her cousins 
Henry and Leo Schueneman. 



AUGUST 

was the third son 
Mena. Records of St. 

Johnsburg said he was on 
1856 and baptized on 15 

was born in 
same as his brother 

two sisters, Josephine and 

not know the history of 
What I do r.llow is 

Imogene Thomas who 
in Waukesha, Wisconsin. 

never had any children. 
This is I u1:c two 

! at 
time 

I of the 
Reunion. 
I do not 
have the 

I 	 date of 
theirI 
mamage.I I 


~ 

August cQInp,any ofLouis 
because in 1 died he 
received a 
then that 1 
Diego.This is a 
his house with 
stamp on the back 
of August 1 1 

age 74. On 
death certificate 

occupation was 
listed as 
caoitalist. Imogene This. ~ 

is the house 
inherited when 

CHARLES JR. 

Charles Jr, the son of 
Charles and Mena, was born in 
Belvedere. 
known 
certificate, which had out by 

sister Minnie. sure that Minnie 
would not have because 
she knew that ail were 
born in Woodstock. 

On his marriage 
certiflcatehis na..rne. was 
Charles W. J. Kuhnert. 

two initials were 

Chica~o on the 21 st of 
April 1877. He was 27 

was 25. Tbxy 
never had any children. 

In 187frwhen 

the 

Jr. lived-with his 
in Waukegan he had u...,,,.,,.,, .... 

Sr. in his vinegar 
there is no indication 

moved to It 
that Charles must have 

1920 when he was was a 
a book publishing 

The period from the of 
to 1920 he could have had 

because on his death 

House once owned by Josephine's 
husband. 



BERTHA 


Bertha married Charles Kuhnert 
in 1 he had 
than a She had 

in 1869 from 
thirty at of 
was fifty. 

According to the census of 
1920 was naturalized in 1871 but it 
could be that she telling the truth. 
Also in that census of 1920 
said she was 71 but she was definitely 
hedging because the 1900 census 

age as 58 and states that she 
was born May 28, 1 even back 

women liked take a few years off 
Bertha a lot of bad luck 

her family as I reported in past 
Her child Otillia who was born 
1875 was very beautiful very 
talented. Her half-sisters Josephine and 
Minnie were proud of her. They 
told me she organ In In 

Johnsburg. 
more girls were born in 

Johnsburg and they both died as infants 
and are buried in with their 
father. 

had another child, only 
ULW............ 
Rudoph. He was in 

was the family, Josephine, 
.....au• ..." Ottilia, and Rudolph who lived 

above the general store and post ofIice 
Johnsburg. 

Josephine and 
1882, that left 

and Rudolph. However, seemed 
to plague Bertha. day before Charles 
was to open a store in 

suddenly. Bertha did in 
a time but 1900 census 

the three of them a house 
Chicago. 

Bertha kept house for OtiIlia and 
Rudolph who were working 
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home. Otillia was millinery and 
Rudolph was a inspector. 

Again bad luck overtook ...""T......" 

On the 8th January 1903 Otillia 
and is with her 
Waukegan. 

So at the Kuhnert Reunion in 1908 
only Bertha 
andRudolph were 
left 

It must 
have been very 
difIicult to see 
the five 

first happy 
and thriving with 
their husbands. 

was going 
another 

children. 
Rudolph died on 
9th of October 1918. He is not buried in 
the plot. With Rudolph gone, 
this means that Bertha not only her 
husband but all of children. 

Rudolph had not been living with 
his mother died because is 
not with 1910 when she was taking 
In 

is as much enigma as 
husband Charles was. 1920 she 

was living in the Old People's 
Home in She gave her 
as 71 but was really 78 
her birth She is probably 
with son in Chicago not the 
Waukegan plot. This will end the saga of 
Bertha, the second of Charles 
Kuhnert Sf. 



MARY.S MESSAGES 


Mary Durland, ResearcherlWriler 
5722 Spring Sunshine 

San Antonio, TX 78247-1636 
mdurland@g·rottrxmk.com 
Jerry Larkin, Copy Editor 

I was sent the Chicago 
Tribune article about the 
appointment of Harry Durland 
Griffith as superintendent of the 
Lake Forest high school district 
along with the elementary district 
which he has held for several years. 
My congratulations to Harry (who I 
call Durland). The article was quite 
descriptive and very lengthy. Even 
though the two districts will remain 
autonomous with individual school 
boards, Harry will develop two 
budgets and oversee thousands of 
students and teachers . I'm sure he 
is up to the task. I know all of the 
family wishes him much success 
with his new assignment. 

I hope all of you received 
the information about the trust fund 
set up for Tim Schueneman. It has 
been established in a banle If you 
want to know Tim's progress with 
his bout of leukemia you can 
contact his father, Ted Schueneman , 
who lives in Hoffman Estates. We 
wish him well and a quick recovery. 

On a happier note I want to 
announce the arrival of Benjamin 
Lucas Northrup, on the Sih of 
August in San Diego. Both baby 

R 

and mother Esther are doing well. 
That makes tive great-grandchildren 
for me, all boys! 

I would also like to 
a.'l.I1ounce that Mara Caudill is 
getting married on the 19th of 
February in Les Cayes, Haiti to 
Michael Alan Gama-Lobo. Both 
Mara and Mike were former Peace 
Corps volunteers and met at that 
time, which mirrors the wedding of 
Mara's mother and father in 
Thailand when they were both 
Peace Corp volunteers and got 
married in Thailand. 

Since none of the 
grandparents will be able to attend 
the wedding, a reception will be 
heid next May f'Of them and others 
of both families in the Chicago area. 

With this issue I have tried 
to put together all the information I 
have about the Kuhnert family. I 
have given up trying t-o find the 
parents of Charles, the father who 
arrived in McHenry County in 
1848. The name of the town in 
Germany printed in the Plaindealer 
obituary doesn't exist. So he will 
always remain our mystery ancestor 
unless someone else wants to take 
up the quest. 

The Wiggenhom ancestry 
came through Wilhelmina (or 
Mena) who was married to Charles 
Kuhnert. Her story appears in past 
newsletters. Fortunately for me her 
family history has been easier to 
trace and I have been able to find 
the Wiggenhom family back a long 
time in Germany. Today there are 
many Wiggenhoms floating around, 
not only in the USA but also in 
Germany. 

http:mdurland@g�rottrxmk.com

