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The family lost one of its 
brightest stars this year. One whose 
smile was her trademark and whose 
personality never wavered even to the 
end. No matter how sick she was, the 
answer to "How is everything, Pat? Her 
answer was always "Wonderful." This 
spirit will long be remembered. 

This issue of "Know Your 
Roots" is dedicated to Pat. She was a 
descendant of Carl Kuhnert and Minnie 
Kuhnert Schueneman. Her 
grandmother was one ofher favorite 
people. She often talked about the 
influence Minnie had on her life. 

Mary Louise Patricia 
Schueneman was born September 29, 
1925 in Chicago, the third child of 
Henry and Florence Schueneman to a 
family ofonly boys, Henry Jr. and 
George. You can imagine how happy 
her parenfwere when they had a 
daughter. A fourth child was born later, 
Ted, another son. Pat was the only girl 
with three brothers. 

Right from the beginning she 
was a happy child. She inherited her 
mother's wonderful Irish personality 
which sustained her through her illness. 

PAT 


Pat as a teenager 

Her formative years were spent 
in Chicago where she went to 
elementary school and St. Scholastica's 
high school. 

Probahl}' because ofher place in 
the family and having only brothers, she 
spent a great deal oftime with the 
family ofher cousins, the Durland girls. 
Pat was either with Aunt Elvera or the 
Durland girls were with Aunt Florence. 
PatSmo.ther. 
She married a Chicago man, Eugene 
Ro.mano., and they had two. daughters, 
Virginia and Patti. 

In her later years she became a 
Travel Agent who delighted in taking 
to.urs all o.ver the wo.rld. It was during 
one o.f these tours to. Paris that her true 
spirit enfo.lded. The group was taking a 
side trip on a streetcar. One of the 
group who noticed that they were 
headed the o.ppo.site directio.n o.ftheir 
destinatio.n mentioned this to her. Pat, 
who spoke no French and knew she 
couldn't communicate with the driver, 
very blitheJy said," We're having an 
adventure." Not until the end ofthe 
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line did she concede the whole group went the wrong way! 
This was characteristic of her approach to life; it was always an adventure. All 

tluough her illness, life was still an adventure. She never wavered. Only those ofus who 
loved her wavered. We shall miss Pat and her indomitable spirit. We shall always 
remember that life is an adventure-in sickness and in health. We lift our glass to her. 
Heaven's gain is our loss. Good-bye Pat. 

Pat in Paris 
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HIS TOR Y OF WIGGENHORN by Jim Wiggenhom of Ohio 

"With regards to the 1930' s my opinion has completely changed. Then the 
experts said: "Wig" meant war and "hom" was a wind instrument. So was the 
interpretation at that time. However "wig" or "wic" does not necessarily only 
mean war and "hom" not always to mean wind instrument. The etymologist, 
Bahlov in 1985 said that "wig" or "wic" might mean soft or loose and "hom" to 
mean an oblong strip (land). BahJov translation of wichom is loose or moist land. 
A form of the name is found in the register at Herford: WIC-GEN-HORN: 
Squatters land with loose or sand like ground. The land description then becomes 
the name of the owners. Because the land was already owned and taxes were 
being paid to Emperor Ludwig the Devout (814-840), by the Benediction 
monastery in Herford, it was allowed to be owned by the oldest person named 
Wiggenhorn in the Munsterland area. For the year 1290 I found in the state 
archives in Minster the tax register for the monastery in Herford, to my surprise 
the name spelled how it is today: Wiggenhorn. The ancestral home in Mete1en is 
therefore the origin of all persons named Wiggenhom in Munsterland and in the 
entire world. The place of residence becomes the name in not unusual. It is found 
in many present-day households: Lehmann (clay), Sandmann (sand), Heidmann 
(wasteland), Waldmann (woods), etc." He also sent me the priest's journal and his 
translation. It is a translation of the promissory note written by the priestDodfried 
Wiggenhom." At the cross of Christ, I the undersigned confess to owe to the heir 
of the blessed Johann Essink 2 malter rye[ ed .. probably about 125 kilos] and 4 
reichstaJer equaling 8 reichstaler, also 7 bushel buckweat for 2 reichstaler totaling 
10 reichstaler which I will pay you as the interest due on the coming Michaelmas 
day [ed. feast of the archangel Michael, celebrated on September 29]Welberg, 30 
May 1646. ,.......-__________-,--______-------, 
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MORE WIGGENHORN HISTOR Y 

The baptismal certificate is that of Wilhelm Wiggenhom, the father of the Watertown 
family. He arrived in Watertown, Wisconsin in 1848 with his 8 children, bought the 
Buena Vista Hotel, and was a respected early settler of that town until he died. 

Auszug aus dem Taufbuch 
St. Brlctlus ScllOppl nq4ln KI;'(henbucll 111' ••derkall\.Plarre ............................... .............. , .................. _•." ... _ .......... ...................... . 


~ .. .~?!!..._.... _ ....!.!...... fit. .. : ...... .. .... 

~_ ...................._~.~ ..~~.!~.~.I.~.. I!!t.~!.~!:~..~.I.~J.~.~~...~.~~.............._........ 

_________- ..'!!r:!'!!..~I)!I.~.. ...I)!I!:~.~~.. ~.~9.!irntl!!m ..........................._... 

....._-_... - ....... ~~!~,,~.~: .. ~}.~~.. ....... ....... ............... - ..... - .. . 


..........- ...... ............... .. .. .. .......................:-........................... ................................
,...-_ .......... ... ...........................................................:............................................ 

. 24. April 1797 _ ..r_ .. ........... .................... · ...... · .... · .. · .... · ....... ·......... .. ......................... .............. .. 

WtLhe1. IIlpnl10m Slcellanus ad S. tdh., (per Hef'llljlnn He~lxbI: 
__cllrT~ ......... ............. . ........ ..... . .. ... "'............................ •........ ·.... ··P&'$t/lr 


..tlhel.lna &k!lbl'OCit (~ I'Irrl_ 111_5 ana FII'II'!"rdr.).......,..,.........._ ............................ ......................................... .. .. ......... ............... 

.............~........................ ... .. .................... ...:...................... ............................ 

;~ ,

i~~:" ') .~ OoI __......~~~.I.~:...!~: ..~~U:m....... ....................... 

,~\ ~-;' . ,;:;: _.............(:.................. .. ..................,................ ... 


The list below is ofhis children and their Godparents. Note that Maria Wilhelmina who 
married Charles Kuhnel1 is the eldest child 

Child Godparents 
Maria Wilhelmina - Maria Beckhaus and Bernard Wiggenhorn 
Wilhelmina Bertha - Wilhelmina Froning and Engelbert Beckhaus 
Rosaline Maria - Maria Beckhaus and Bernard Wiggenhorn 
Ignatius Constanz -Ignatius Edelbrock and Constantia BrikhoffBeckhaus 
Ernestus Alexander - Emestus Beckhaus and Theodor Driver 
Maria Sophia Mathide -- ? Riselmann and Hermann Beckhaus 
Carolus - Hermann Rosery and Maria Beckhaus 
Johannes Eugenius - Hermann Rosery and Maria Beckhaus 
Anton August - Anton Brockhoff and Augusta Edelbrock 
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STILL SEARCHING 


,--____________ _ ----. to the burial place of 10 members of the 
family . 

According to the 
records in the Ascension Cemetery 
Office in LibertyviUe, Illinois, which 
has all the records ofS1. MalY's 
Cemetery, in Waukegan, Illinois the 
family of Charles Kulmert is buried on 
plot 26-1. At last one mystery was 
going to be settled. Up to this time the 
exact birthday ofCharles or Carl has 
never been known. 

With the map ofthe cemetery 
we located the plot of ground supposed 

1.Pa. Charles Kuhnert, buried 
2114/1 895, age72 
2. Ma. Williamine Kuhnert, 
buried 7/1411871 , age 49 
3. Ma. Kuhnert, (probably 
Bertha) 
4. Otilia Kuhnert, 1876-1903 
daughter of Charles & Bertha 
5.Infant 
6. Cabbie Kuhnert 
7. Adele Kuhnert, daughter of 
Charles and Bertha 
8. Still-bom infant 
9. Charles Kolmert 1851-1942 
10. Margaret 1855-1924. 

Alas. The mystery of Carl 
Kuhnert now Charles stiJJ 
prevails. First of all. There was 
no sign of any headstones 
except that of Charles and 
Margaret. Secondly, only after 
scraping away the sod was a 
low worn headstone found with 
umeadable writing. Obviously, 
the other headstones if there are 
any are long buried under the 
dirt and grass. 

Charles was buried 
according to the records in 1895 
at age 72. This age does not 
jive with any other information 
about Carl's age, not the census 
records or his passport 
application. Could 1895 have 
been 1893? This would bring 
his birthday to sometime 
between June and May? I j ust 
have to keep looking for more! 
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KUHNERT FAMIL Y MEMORABILIA 


Charles Kuhnert was the oldest brother ofMinnie 
Kuhnert Schueneman and Josephine Kuhnert Heimer. 
At one time he helped his father, CarL in his vinegar 
factory in Woodstock. He married Margaret but there is 

no last name. He had 
no children. His last 
years were spent with 
his sister Josephine in 
an apartment in the 
Town House which was 
the same building that 
Josephine and her 
husband Joe Heimer 
owned in 1893. At that 
time it was called the 
McHenry House. In 
fact there was an ad on 
Feb. IS, 1893 in the 
Plaindealer which read. 
"A Costumer from 
Chicago will be at the 
McHenry House on 
Monday morning 
February 13 with a 
variety of costumes. 
los. Heimer, Prop" 

A notice in the society 
column on October 4, 
1893 of the Plaindealer 
says "A Party was given 
by Joe Heimer at the 
McHenry House for 80 
couples." 

'December 6, 1893. Joe 
Heimer had a party for 
85 couples.' 

'December 27, 1893 
There will be a New 
Years Eve Party at The 
McHenry House." 
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CARL KUHNERT & 

CENTERVILLE 


Centerville was incorporated as 
a Village June 10. 1844. Note the map 
on the left hand page. Do you recognize 
the town with the Court House Square? 

Ifyou guessed Woodstock, you 
are right. Now look at the Deed below. 
Note that Charles Kuhnert of 
Greenwood bought Lots 9, 10, and 11, 
in Block 18 in the Village of 
Woodstock, originally plotted under the 
name of Centerville. This area is 
designated in red in the map of 
Centerville. The date on the deed is the 
first of February 1855. 

The Old Settler's Association of 
McHenry County lists Charles Kuhnert 
arriving in McHenry County August 10, 
1848. 

All of the Kuhnert children 
beginning with Charles Jr. born in 1851 
and Wilhemina born in 1859 list their 
place ofbirth as Woodstock. In fact, 
there is evidence on record in Johnsburg 
that Charles and Wilhelma were married 
in Woodstock. 

This is a little more information 
on the whereabouts of Charles Kuhnert 
in McHenry County. However, the 
place ofhis marriage to Wilhelma is still 
in question 

Wilhelma had a sister Rosalie 
who married Rudolph Diesel in 
Watertown, Wisconsin in 1850 and 
didn't locate in Woodstock until 1861. 
This is also recorded in the History of 
McHenry County. Rudolph began a 
business there and was quite successful. 
There is not any mention of Charles 
Kuhnert having a business in 
Woodstock and yet he bought property 
in 1855. Ifhis last child was born in 
Woodstock in 1859, how did he support 
his family? 

There is a deed that says he sold 
lots 9, 10. 11 , 12, in Block 18 on the 27 th 

ofAugust 1855 but there is another deed 
dated the 31 st ofMay 1858 that said be 
sold 32 feet on South Street on lot 9 of 
Block 18. These deeds need to be read 
by someone with more experience to 
unravel this mystery. 
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KUHNERT lllSTORY 

An invitation to a party given by Martine's Academy. Notice the date 1876. Also 
note that L. C. Kuhnert was on the Arrangement Committee. At one time Louis 
Kuhnert, brother of Minnie KuhnertSchueneman was very prominent in Chicago. 
He would have been 22 years old at the time. 
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MARY'S MESSAGES 


When I delve into the past more 
and more to explain our roots, I realize 
that the new names being introduced are 
quite difficult to follow. For example, 
in this issue the names are familiar to 
everyone. Charles Kuhnert is familiar to 
everyone because he was the father of 
Minnie who married J ohn 
Schuenemann. 

Her mother, Wi lhelma, or 
Mena, who was a Wiggenhom before 
her marriage to Charles Kuhnert, was a 
new name fo r some but, nevertheless 
easier to comprehend. It is only when I 
get beyond these names to research that 
it becomes difficult for my readers. 

I may never be able to prove 
Charles Kuhnert's parentage because I 
believe he deliberately tried to hide his 
background. But Willielma Wiggenhom 
is entirely different. Not only did she 
have several siblings that I will mention 
from time to time but I know her 
mother's name, Josephine Brockhaus (or 
Breckhaus) and Stadlon the town where 
she was born. 

Now, because of the help of 
another Wiggenhorn in Ohio, I have 
introduced you to her father's parents 
which present another new name, 
Margaretha Edelbrock. (See the 
christening certificate on page 5.) 

The problem does not present 
itself with John Schuenemann because 

all ofyou have my book and can refer to 
that. 

However, the problem of 
identification became very apparent in 
the Durland/Crane issue. Both the 
Durlands and the Cranes are very old 
families and very large families having 
been some of the first Europeans on 
these shores. Also, because these 
families had intermarried into other old 
families , there are many unfamiliar 
names other than Durland and Crane. 

For example, I introduced the 
French Huguenot family which came 
into the Durland family through female 
succession. Unfortunately, I did not 
explain very well and for that J 
apologize. I'll try and do better in the 
future Durland/Crane issues because 
there are many unfamiliar names to all 
of you that I am researching. They all 
stem from femal es who marry thus 
creating new allied families just as 
}my ortant to our bloodlines as those 
~ on the male names. 

The Free/Elson newsletter is 
coming up and to date I have only 
written about the two names but as I 
search further there will be others. 

By the way, I have told you 
about the Colonial Dames organization. 
My application is completed as far as I 
can go with the Crane ancestor. It is 
possible that it will not be accepted 
because I could not prove that Mary 
Ann was the daughter of Obadiah 
Meeker Crane. I had to do it 
circuitously through the census. I'll let 
you know what happens. 

In the meantime, I have been 
asked to join not only the Huguenot 
Society but also a Scot Society. When I 
was asked about the latter, J . told 
them I only had Scotch Irish ancestry. I 
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was told immediately that even though 
Irish was attached to Scotch-Irish, they 
would have originated in Scotland! This 
is true but I declined because the 
Scotch-Irish connection is through Elson 
marrying a Stewart and I haven't even 
touched on that ancestry yet. 

Now a little story more to do 
with this issue, KuhnerUWiggenhom. 

One evening a few years back, 
when Pat Romano lived in her condo in 
Evanston she called me very excited. It 
seems that she had entertained an 
elderly woman also living in the same 
building, and during the dinner 
conversation they discovered they were 
both from the same Kuhnert family. Pat 
could hardly contain herself when she 
called. 

I, too, was excited to learn that 
this woman, Virjean Hills, was the 
granddaughter of Louis Kuhnert who 
was a partner in the wallpaper business 
of Remien and Kuhnert. This meant 
that her grandfather was the brother of 
our grandmother, Minnie. 

I immediately wrote Virjean for 
information and tried to contact her. 
She did answer in one very cryptic note 
telling me she had no information. I 
never could get to meet her face to face 
and in the meantime, Pat moved to 
another apartment. 

When Pat died, I tried to contact 
her once again hoping to find out more 
about Louis Kuhnert but my letter was 
returned from the condo address. 
However, I remembered that she 
wintered in Florida and once more I 
wrote her enclosing the customary 
SASE for her reply. All to no avail. 
Virjean Hills, the only Kuhnert relative I 
have ever found chooses not to have any 
contact. 

I'm very sorry about this but 
when I discussed it with Pat the first 
time Pat said she thought it was because 
her father had committed suicide. 
Nevertheless I included in this issue on 
page 10 all I know about Louis Kuhnert. 

That means that two brothers of 
Minnie's are lost to us unless r can 
search records in Chicago. This is very 
time consuming because of the size of 
Cook County so I don't plan to do it 
very soon. 

My Messages this issue are 
quite long. I hope you read through all 
of them. 
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