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A Family That Doesn't Know Its Past Doesn't Understand Itself 

YEAR 2004 - NINTH VOLUME 

I've had a question recently about what "volume" means in relation to "issue". 
The above sub-title should be the answer to "volume." It is simply the number of years 
that the Newsletter has been in existence. Therefore this year in the heading will have the 
sub-title "Volume IX." Give that a thought for a minute. Although I have been 
fascinated about our family history for many years, it has only been since I returned from 
Mexico in 1975 that I really became serious about it and started asking my mother what 
she knew about the family background. I did have the Dorlant book that chronicled the 
Dutch history of my father's name, which began in this country in the year 1652, but I 
knew nothing of my mother's family, in particular the Schuenemans. 

Then I began to think about the women. Their bloodlines gave us half of our 
genes so when I retired in 1985, I began my research in earnest as a retirement hobby. 
My progression followed this quote from the book of Henry Z Jones, Jr., PSYCHIC 
ROOTS. 

"Genealogy begins as an interest, 
Becomes a hobby: 

Continues as an avocation, 
Takes over as an obsession, 

And in its last stages, 
Is an incurable disease." 

I now have the incurable disease. When I realized that my father's family had 
been instrumental in the formation of this country and that from my mother's side so 
many of our family customs occurred, I decided to share this knowledge with others in 
the family. Hence eight years of the Newsletters and the ninth year coming up. 

Once I decided on the newsletters, in order to make it easier to decipher all the 
families"involved, I determined it would be necessary to break the families into my 
grandparents. Thus I began with the "issue" concept. Issue 1 evolved into the Durland 
issue, Issue 2, became the Free Issue, issue 3 was the Kuhnert issue and issue 4 was the 
Schueneman issue. However, since the Crane heritage went further back than the 
Durland history, I decided that the Cranes should have their own issue so in Volume V, I 
began the separate Issue 2 for the Crane family and the Free Issue became '3, the 



Kuhnert 114, and the Schueneman #5. In this ninth Volume there will again be 5 Issues 
following the abovementioned families. 

During these eight years, the Schueneman history was published. Also, in order 
to be fair to my offspring, I published a booklet of the Kauss family that was not 
distributed to everyone. Feeling that it was unfair of me to have the only "Dorlant" book 
in the family, I painstakingly scanned and reprinted the section of the book that pertained 
only to our family. 

And that is the explanation of "Volume" and "Issue" of the Newslettters. 
Needless to say, your contributions have been an enormous help financially. I have plans 
to travel to Salt Lake once again to try and find the ancestors who have been eluding me. 
Mostly they are women because in the past, women lost their identity when they married. 
It is doubly difficult to trace them if they are not mentioned in their fathers' wills. In Salt 
Lake is the library of the Mormon Church, which is the definitive source of genealogy 
records. This is because of their belief that all the families from the past will be reunited 

- ---~~--~- lltlheend of the ·wo-rld.. -Alrlhese-records aiekepfflfil cifve-;whiclfWm-·with·sTiiid any 
atomic bomb or any apocalypse in the future. 

Each issue will have new stories with names that you might not be familiar with. 
I have contacted a printer and am beginning on the booklet of papers of Harry 

Durland. That is the reason the Durland issue will not come out until March so pay 
attention to the subsequent dates. Harry's booklet mayor may not be finished by that 
time but I will advise you. 

In the meantime, send in your coupon for 2004 because without it, there will be 
no newsletter sent to you. 

Again, I thank you for your continued support and hope that you will enjoy the 
2004 issues. 

Sincerely, ~ 

BUDJA
Typewritten Text
Mary Durland, Author/ResearcherCopy Editor: Jerry Larkin




