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                                             The cover is Harry as a child of two. 

                                      Note the dress and long curls. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FLORA, ILLINOIS 
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FLORA 
Harry Elson Durland was born on July 4, 1888 in Flora, a very 

small town in southern Illinois. 
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Harry’s mother was Rebecca Free 
who was 40 years old when Harry 
was born.  She was very active in the 
Methodist Church in Flora and her 
favorite quotation was  

“Laugh and the world 
laughs with you.  Cry 
and you cry alone.” 

Rebecca was the youngest 
of nine children of William 
and Mary Elizabeth Free. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Harry’s 
Grandmother Mary 
Elizabeth Elson and

Grandfather William
Free 

 Harry was the youngest of four brothers but the brother 
before him born in 1886 named George died when he was six 
years old of diphtheria. So when Harry was born in 1888 his 
eldest brother Charles who was born in 1872 was sixteen 
years old.  Oscar was born in 1876 so he was twelve when 
Harry was born. 

          
    CHARLES       
                  

 

 

     OSCAR 
and 

HARRY 
about 2 

years old. 
Note curls 
on Harry.
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HARRY AT AGE THREE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This 
high 
Harry
hair. 

 

was the style of the day for young boys. Take note of the 
button shoes and the plaid skirt.  There is Scotch Irish in 
’s genes.  Harry had blue, blue eyes and strawberry blond 
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HARRY AND HIS FAMILY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Harry at about six years old.  Note the large collar and big bow.  
He seems to be wearing a suit. 
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This is a picture of the grade school in Flora.  Harry would be in the 
picture unless he wasn’t at school that day.  Can you find him? 
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The following pages are 2 high school workbooks of Harry.   
Although the books are not dated, these exercises must have been 
done between the years of 1903 and 1907.  The latter is the year 
Harry graduated.  This makes these notebooks almost 100 years 
old.  Take note of Harry’s distinctive handwriting, which was 
very individualistic for a young teen. 
 

 
THE PHYSICS WORKBOOK 
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PAGES FROM PHYSICS 100 YEARS AGO 

 

 

  



THIS WORKBOOK COMPRISES BOTH 
ZOOLOGY AND BOTANY 
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                                                            ZOOLOGY 

 

  

 
Note the difference 
between the title of the 
illustration and the 
information.  . 
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EXCERPTS FROM
THE HIGH 

SCHOOL ALBUM 
OF 

HARRY E. 
DURLAND 
 

GRADUATING 
CLASS OF 

1907 
IN 

FLORA, 
ILLINOIS 
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EXCERPTS 
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I love the ending. 

“Skidoo”
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PICTURE OF HARRY AFTER HIGH SCHOOL 
BEFORE HE WENT TO CHICAGO 

 

 

 

Harry’s high school 
graduation picture and 
when he was working 
in the hardware store. 
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ORCHARD CITY COLLEGE 
 

There is a family legend that Harry attended a business school 
before he left Flora.  That business school would be The Orchard 
City College.  The following pages give insights into the prevailing 
school in Flora.  It possibly could be compared to the community 
colleges of 2004. 
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PRACTICAL EDUCATION 
Course of Study 

THE ORCHARD CITY COLLEGE 
Nineteenth Year 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since Harry 
would be 
living at home 
the room and 
board  would not 
apply.  Note all 
the tuition rates. 
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ADMISSIONS ADDRESS 
  

This admissions address was in the Orchard College 
Announcements of 1908-1909 
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Excerpts from page 2 of the ADDRESS 
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PICTURE 
POSTCARD 
SENT 
TO HARRY AT 
THE 
HOME OF HIS 
BROTHER 
CHARLES 
 
Note the year 
1909. 
Harry was still at home in Flora in 1909 because he was in the 
census of Flora in 1910.  This could indicate he was a student at 
Orchard College in Flora 1909 while working in the hardware 
store with his father.  Perhaps he was visiting Charles who lived 
in River Forest. 
 
 

  
 
 
JAMES DURLAND 
FAMILY 
 
         Charles in back. 
 
Cora Clark, HARRY, Oscar 
(cousin) 
 
        Fannie, wife of Charles 
 
Edwin and Harold (sons of 
Charles) 

                 Rebecca 
(mother of Harry) 
 

 James (father of Harry) 
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CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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CHICAGO 
 
In 1916 Harry was in Chicago.  Up to now there is no record of 
when he left Flora but it must have been between the years of 1910 
when he was still at home unmarried and 1916.  In Chicago he 
rented a room and boarded with Josephine Heimer, who was the 
sister of Minnie Schueneman.  Through this connection he became 
acquainted with Henry Schueneman, son of Minnie.  The picture 
below is dated 1916. 
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In Chicago Harry, through his friend Henry Schueneman, met 
Henry’s sister Elvera.  Harry and Elvera became good friends.  
Below is the only picture of that time of their lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
El
do
off
Hi

 

vera was working at the music store Lyon and Healy, 
wntown in the Chicago Loop and Harry was working in the 
ice of R.M. Grant and Co., a firm that sold municipal bonds.  
s office was also downtown in the Loop.  A courtship began. 
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THE LETTER 
 

The final days of the 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

courtship are 
chronicled in this 
letter to his mother 
dated May 13, 1917. 

Mother is Rebecca  
Free Durland.  She 
was confined to a 
wheelchair with 
arthritis. 
 

 
 
 

Rebecca must have 
asked Harry for 
money. 
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Pages 3 and 4 of the letter. 

 
The secret.  Why was it a 
secret?  Harry was 29 years 
old and Elvera was 
24 years old and 
certainly old enough to get 
married.  They planned to 
be married one month from 
the engagement. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was very unusual 
at that time to allow  
his bride to continue 
working.  Harry  
promises his mother 
that the two of them 
will visit her in Flora 
very soon. 
. 
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Pages 5 & 6 of the letter. 
 
Note the phrase “taking 
unto myself a wife.”  This 
was 1917 and WW1 had 
started.  Harry writes that 
business was bad and that 
was the reason he had not 
been to Flora to visit his 
mother.  Also, he says, 
getting married takes more 
expense.  At this time he 
was probably still living 
with Josephine Heimer 
whose home was also on 
Hermitage, the same street 
that Elvera lived on two or 
three city blocks away.  
The reference is in the 
next page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

How fortunate 
the family is 
that this letter 
was kept by 
Elvera.  It is 
possible to 
recognize 
Harry’s love 
for his mother 
and his 
concern for her 
well-being. 
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AND SO THEY WERE MARRIED 
 

At that time in 1917, non-Catholics could not be married in the 
church so Harry and Elvera were married in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Rectory.  Unfortunately neither Elvera nor Harry talked about their 
wedding, what guests attended, or who the witnesses were.  It is  
certain that John and Minnie were there and also Elvera’s brothers.  
Harry’s brothers might have been there also but there is no record 
of it even though Charles lives in River Forest. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harry and Elvera 
lived in the house 
of Elvera’s parents  
at 4440 Hermitage Av
world conditions woul
short time. 

 

enue in Ravenswood, Chicago but 
d soon affect their marriage in a very 
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HARRY’S DRAFT REGISTRATION FOR WW1 
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nfortunately these copies are not clear but the information 
rom the microfilm on the left reads:            

 
AME                 Harry Elson Durland 
ESIDENCE        4440 N. Hermitage Ave. 
ATE OF BIRTH  July 4, 1888 
ITIZEN  Natural born 
HERE  Flora, Ill.    U. S. 
CCUPATION Bond Salesman 
MPLOYER  R. M Grant & Co. 
DDRESS  111 W. Monroe St. 
ACE   Caucasian 

he next lines have to do with the military to which 
e answered none.  Then his signature.  On the right is his 
hysical description: medium build, blue eyes.  The rest is 
ot legible but the most interesting notation is the date, 
une 5, 1917.  Remember he was married on June 2 but 
ccording to law he had to register. 
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HARRY’S INDUCTION FOR MILITARY SERVICE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No
He

 

te the date of induction when Harry will be in the Military.   
 had been married a little over a year. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  
 

 

 

INDUCTION PAPERS 

Notice the instructions in the third paragraph.  “You should take
only the following articles;  A pair of strong comfortable shoes to
relieve your feet from your new regulation marching shoes; not to
exceed four extra suits of underclothing; not to exceed six extra
pairs of socks; four face and two bath towels; a comb, a brush, a
toothbrush, soap, tooth powder, razor and shaving soap.  It will add
to your comfort to bring one woolen blanket, preferably of dark or
neutral color. The blanket should be tightly rolled, the ends of the
roll should be securely bound together and the loop of the blanket
thus formed slung from your left shoulder to your right hip.” 
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HARRY’S ENLISTMENT RECORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
His time in the Army was very short.  Austria-Hungary  
surrendered 4 November 1918 and the Armistice was declared on 
11 November when Germany surrendered.  Without having seen 
any foreign service, Harry was honorably discharged December 5, 
1918 after serving only from October 15.  He was entitled to $2.92 
travel pay from Evanston, Illinois to Chicago, and was paid $60.00 
for time spent.  Most interesting was the notation on his Enlistment 
Record – “Character: Excellent.” 
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HARRY’S HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM THE 
ARMY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After his discharge from the Army, Harry returned home to 
Hermitage Avenue.  It may have been at that time that he began 
to work for Morris Mather and Co., another municipal bond 
brokerage house on LaSalle Street in Chicago.  Two daughters, 
Mary and Jane, were born at the Ravenswood address. 
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HIS FIRST HOUSE 
 

With two daughters, Harry and Elvera decided to buy a house.  
They purchased the bungalow on the golf course in Evanston.  
Harry’s Army uniform still hung in the closet of the new house. 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The family of four, Harry, 
Elvera, and the two girls, 
Mary and Jane lived in this 
house until Harry was 
offered a big promotion if he 
would move to New 
Orleans, Louisiana.  So he 
sold the house in Evanston 
and took his family to New 
Orleans.  Because it was hot 
in the summer, the family 
would rent a house in 
McHenry, Illinois where 
Elvera’s parents now lived.  
The picture on the right is 
Harry’s family in 1926 with 
Elvera’s parents John and Minn
Another daughter, Mitzi, was bo
However, Harry decided to mov
daughter, Joan, was born. 

 

ie Schueneman in New Orleans.  
rn while the family lived there.  
e back to Chicago.  There another 
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McHENRY, ILLINOIS 
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UNFORTUNATE CIRCUMSTANCES 
 

In 1928 Harry and Elvera and their four girls were living in 
Evanston when Elvera’s father, John, passed away.  That left her 
mother, Minnie Schueneman, alone in McHenry.  This was very 
difficult for Elvera as she was very concerned about her mother.  
She would call every day but the journey to McHenry was too long 
at that time to make it very often.  Consequently, Harry and Elvera 
decided they would buy Minnie’s home in McHenry and Harry 
would commute by train every day to his office on LaSalle St. in 
Chicago.  The train ride was only an hour from Chicago and at that 
time there was a Club Car whereby the trip home was a “happy 
hour” much to the chagrin of Elvera.  The picture of the house is 
the way it was before the Durland family moved in and added a 
new kitchen and changed the porch.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
(This picture 
 is from  
around 1927.) 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
The other unfort
situation.  The d
business of Harr
of the Harry Dur
move to McHen
which was very 
in 1931 the lives
dramatically. 

 

unate circumstance was the U. S. economic 
epression of 1929 was affecting the municipal bond 
y so these two unfortunate events changed the lives 
land family.  Harry was not unhappy with the 
ry.  He had been reared in the small town of Flora, 
much like the ambience of McHenry, Illinois.  So 
 of the family of Harry Durland changed 
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HARRY’S HOBBIES 
 
 

Harry’s favorite 
hobby was fishing.  
Every year in the 
month of August or 
September when the 
hay fever season  
began Harry and 
Elvera would go up 
north to Fin and 
Feather Lodge, 
Wisconsin.  

 
 

   
Harry’s other hobby was
These two pictures are of
his golfing buddies but th
unidentified. 

 

 
   

    This picture is 
from a home 
movie but it 
shows the 
passion of a 
fisherman. 

 golfing. 
 two of 
ey are 
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MISCELLANEOUS IN HARRY’S LIFE 
 

 
 
           
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo with his 
teenage daughter 

Mary 

Big Snow 
of 1936 

Before and after wedding of 
Mary.  Note the quick change 

in attire! 1941 
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MISFORTUNE 
 

Misfortune stalked Harry, for in late 1945 Harry had a stroke that 
paralyzed his entire right side and affected his speech.  Elvera knew 
she would not be able to care for him at home so she appealed to 
the Veterans Administration to get him admitted to a veterans’ 
hospital.  She had to fight hard, appealing to the American Legion, 
the Veterans Administration, and the Congress of the United States.  
All seemed to be lost but finally she won her case and Harry was 
admitted to the veterans’ Hines hospital in Hines, Illinois. 
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HARRY AT HINES 
 

Harry did his best at Hines.  Elvera visited him every Sunday.  He 
practiced his signature with his left hand and he even tried to write 
a journal. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
His most poignant attempt at 
writing was this note to Elvera. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

    

He even tried to learn to 
walk again.   This photo, 
though indistinct, is from a 
movie reel which has been 
converted to DVD.  On the 
left is Elvera and his grand-
daughter Suzanne Kauss. 
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This obituary brings us to the close of these glimpses in the life of 
Harry Elson Durland, a good man with many admirable qualities 
and dearly beloved by his family and friends. 

Last picture taken 
Christmas 1947 

 
Harry died April 25, 

1949 
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Glimpses Of His Life 
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Edited by Jerry Larkin Jr. 
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