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CHARLES FREE DURLAND 

 

 This is a continuation of the 
story of the two brothers of Harry 
Durland which I began in the April 
issue with Oscar.  This issue is 
about Harry’s brother Charles, the 
older of the two. 

Charles was born in Flora, 
IL in 1872 but information about 
him before his marriage in 1898 in 
Flora to Fannie Ricketts is very 
sketchy.  Fannie was the only girl 
with nine brothers, also born in the 
area of Flora.  The Ricketts family 
has been traced back to an ancient 
Norse family from 911 A.D. and the 
family in this hemisphere has been here since 1630.  So both 
Charles and Fannie have much history of their families to give to 
their descendents. 
 After the marriage they moved to Chicago and Charles in 
1900 was a bookkeeper.  In the photograph above, Edwin 
Newberry was born in 1902 and Harold Crane in 1904.  A third 
son was born in 1912, Charles Free Jr. 

  Charles Sr. became an important part of Chicago when 
early in his career he became connected to the Newberry Estate 
which he represented for thirty-five years.  When Walter C. 
Newberry died, Charles continued the business in his own 
name but while he was administering the Newberry Account he 
also became very involved in many other real estate ventures. 
His list of accomplishments was many in River Forest, a 
suburb of Chicago, after he had moved from Oak Park. 
 Unfortunately, Charles died after a very short illness of 
pancreatic cancer.  He was only 55 years old.  His obituaries 
were glowing.  They told how he was often called upon when 

others needed help.  They told how he was always ready to give advice and counsel to 
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those in the Real Estate Association.  He was admired for his exceptional character and 
vibrant mind and ability to evaluate problems.  All in all, as chairman and member of 
numerous real estate committees, everyone he worked with and all his friends mourned 
the loss of this great man at such an early age.  So much more can be written about the 
offices he held, the committees he led, and his civic service. 

 His son Edwin Newberry Durland continued with his father’s 
business.  However things did not go well for him and to this day, 
I’m not familiar with a family legend about him.  My father would 
never discuss it.  Edwin and Betty had two sons Robert and Donald.  
As I understand it Robert was working in Chile and he had a son 
Ralph Michael born there.  I do not know where Ralph is, but a son 
Donald, I believe, is an artist and retired from North Texas State.  I 
may have that information incorrect and if I do, I will be happy to be 
corrected. 
 Harold Crane Durland, on the 
other hand, I knew well because he 

would visit us in McHenry. He was the artist, and I 
remember one time I badgered him to draw me.  I don’t 
know what became of the picture but Harold went to 
Sedona, Arizona to paint with Dorothy, his wife.   He was a 
favorite of my father’s because he believed Harold was 
named after him.  (My father was Harry Durland, brother of 
Charles.)  The story in the family was that Harold’s drawing 
of the Morton Salt girl was the one the company was using 
at that time.  The company had changed her over the years 
and Harold’s girl was the prevalent one.  Again, a family legend.  Harold and Dorothy 
had two children, Luann and Richard.  And again, a Durland man did not live long, for 
Harold died at age 61. 

 The last son of Charles Free Durland Sr. was Charles Jr.  
I remember Charles well.  We used to visit them in their 
summer home on Lauderdale Lake in Wisconsin when we were 
young.  This is the way I remember it.  Charles had three 
children, Priscilla, another Charles, and David.  After Charles Jr. 
died in 1989, his wife Grace and I kept in 
touch.  The family had moved to Oregon 
but one son David lived in Texas and even 

once she came to visit me.  This is what I remember best about 
Charles Jr. -- his smile.  It was infectious and charming. 
 This ends my story of the brothers of Harry Elson Durland, 
my father.  Regrettably, Charles Free Sr. and Oscar Crane died 
suddenly in their late fifties, brilliant men with marvelous histories 
of accomplishments.  My father too died at age 60 but his death was 
not sudden.  He had a stroke in his fifties which incapacitated him 
completely for several years.  How sad.  The destiny of these three 
Durland brothers seemed almost to be ill fated. 
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