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LEO SCHUENEMAN 
The Bowling Tycoon   

 
One of our most successful uncles was a man who raised the sport of bowling in 

Chicago to untold heights. His love of the sport began very early in his life when he was 
eight years old in 1895, when St. Boniface Parish remodeled its school and in the new 
building they added not only a new heating plant in the basement, but club rooms and a 
bowling alley.  Over the years bowling became an indoor 
sport for St. Boniface; eventually Leo installed more lanes, 
became a leader in the Sodality, and bowling became the 
indoor sport of the church and school. 

Even after he graduated from St. Boniface and 
attended Bryant and Stratton Business College, he 
continued being so influential that under his leadership St. 
Raphael’s Sodality won the championship of the Diocesan 
Union Bowling League. 

After business school he was in partnership with 
others, but having a desire to be on his own he started the 
Schueneman Amusement Co.  He continued to grow and 
eventually in 1924 Leo incorporated the Leo A. 
Schueneman Amusement Co. under the name of 
Schueneman, Inc. and he began building his empire.  In 
1926 he was the President of the Bowling Proprietors 
Association of America plus he was instrumental in the 
reopening of the Logan Square Trust & Savings Bank and 
the State Commercial & Savings Bank, which had been 
closed since 1923 when Roosevelt closed all the banks due 
to the depression.  One can find out all about his family, his 
associations, and his office in the “Who’s Who” book 
about Chicago. 

As his mother and my grandmother said, “The good die young.”  He was a leader 
and a dynamic personality but he was afflicted with kidney trouble, and in his day there 
were no transplants.  All of this acclaim came to him just before he died in April 1935 at 
the age of 47; it was a great loss to the family and the sport of bowling.  I remember him 
well.  

Page 2 is a picture of his buildings in Chicago, none of which exist today.  The 
picture shows Leo and what he procured in his short life. 
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These are Leo’s buildings in March 1935 just before he died in April of kidney failure. 
None of them exist today. 
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