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MARY ANN CRANE’S MOTHER – ELIZABETH SHULER 
 

 Using the fan chart from last month’s newsletter, you will see that there is another 
grandmother in the same color arc as Sarah Youngs, namely Mary Ann Crane’s mother 
Elizabeth Shuler.  I have written about her in the Crane issues of 2003 and 2004 but I 
want you to really know more about her.  
 

 
 
            First of all, she was the mother of eleven children, and secondly she is ethnically 
German.  Are you surprised to know that?  Before I give you Elizabeth’s German 
background, I want you to see a list of her eleven children.  

  Elizabeth was born in New York in 1778 
and married Obadiah Meeker Crane in 1804 in 
New York. She immediately began having 
children because her first child Margaret, named 
after her mother, was also born in 1804 but I 
don’t have the exact month (probably late in the 
year).  I do know that Margaret died that same 
year.  Unfortunately at this time, I don’t have 
any more information, but you can imagine how 

this new bride must have felt on losing her first child. 
 Her second child was a boy, John Shuler Crane, and may have been named after 
Obadiah’s grandfather John Winthrop Crane, and it was interesting that the child was 
given the second name of Shuler.  This child was also born in New York in 1805. 
 It is so interesting to follow the naming of the other children.  Phebe, the third 
child, was named after Obadiah’s mother.  Isaac was named after a brother of Obadiah.  
George was the anglicized form of Elizabeth’s father.  The name James was later picked 
up by Mary Ann, and of course the Jr. Obadiah Meeker is understandable.  As for the 
names of Frederick, Mary Ann, and Jabez, I can find no precedent. 
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 The first seven children were born in New York, and the last four, including Mary 
Ann (our grandmother) were born in Ohio.  However, Obadiah moved his family to a 
farm in Indiana where Mary Ann met and married Robert Durland, the beginning of our 
Crane history. 
 Returning to Elizabeth’s information in the first box, note the names of 
Elizabeth’s parents.  This is the German connection that I mentioned on the previous 
page.  Each of her parents is on the list of the Palatines who immigrated from along the 
Rhine River in Germany in the early 1770s.  While in a past issue a few years ago I told 
you about the Palatines, I’ll refresh your memory.  They are the people who came in 
droves from along the Rhine in large numbers because of the devastation of the area after 
the war, plus the fact that severe weather had destroyed their crops.  Most were very poor 
and were looking to this area as a land of opportunity. 
  I don’t know much 
about the family but I think 
that George Shuler 
immigrated first and then 
married Margaretha in 
1764.  Therein begins a 
legend. 
 In the Mohawk 
Valley where our ancestor 
had a farm, there was a 
wealthy widow named 
Sarah Dubois who needed 
someone to look after her 
lands and, through a recommendation, a Shuler was suggested.  George, having married 
and having his own farm, probably recommended his brother Lawrence.  Mrs. Dubois 
was told that Lawrence had received a good education and had good business ability. 
Historically the Shulers were known to be able to read and write, so Lawrence arrived 
and began the management of Mrs. Dubois’ property. 
 Obviously it was a very good arrangement because, as you can see, Lawrence 
eventually married Sarah Dubois and when she died he inherited her estate, known to be 
one of the best and most beautiful in the area.  During the interim there were many 
children. 
 Both George and Margaretha are buried in the Shuler Farm Cemetery along with 
many other Shulers.  Margaretha died in her 69th year and George in his 92nd year.  Our 
Elizabeth died at age 65 in Indiana, as Obadiah had purchased a farm there.  In the 
meantime Mary Ann Crane moved to Flora, IL with her husband Robert Durland. 
 So now you know there was a melding of British and German blood in 1764 long 
before Harry and Elvera in 1917. 
 By the way, in Germany the name is spelled Schuler but it is not known whether 
or not the name is Jewish in origin.  The genealogy of the name Shuler can be traced back 
to the early 1500s in Switzerland, and the name itself means “scholar.”  It could be that 
through all the pogroms when the Jews were persecuted, many turned to Christianity.  So 
who knows what’s in a name? 
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