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JOHN SCHUENEMANN 

AKA 


JOHANN HEINRICH SCHUENEMANN? 


The picture below was recently found in a box of old photos. The identification 
on the back is in the handwriting ofMinnie Schuenemann, wife of Lambert (John) 
Schuenemann. 

The title questions the identity of 
the John Schuenemann noted. With all 
the clues my only conclusion is that it 
has to be Johann Heinrich who changed 
his name to John in later years. Why? 

The great grandfather notation is 
in my handwriting but I have no idea 
when I wrote it. My great grandfather is 
a John Schuenemann. 

Also, the picture cannot be one 
of my grandfather, husband of Minnie, 
because Lambert (John) never had a 
beard. And besides, it doesn't even look 
like my grandfather Lambert, the son of 
Johann. 

First I set about dating the photo. 
This particular one is on what is known 
as a cabinet card. It was prevalent 
around 1860 to 1890. Research tells me 

that this type of mounting was popular, 
inexpensive, and purchased by many 
people. Generally, these portraits were 
formal views and were designed 
specifically to be placed in an album 
with fitted slots. However, I have not 
found any album. 

This particular photo is in 
surprisingly good condition for two 
reasons. The photo itself is mounted on 
a stiff cardboard backing to protect the 
thin paper print. Secondly, because it 
was a successful form of advertising for 
the photographer it has withstood many 
years. The smooth paper print is called 
an albumin print photo and is pasted on 
to the cardboard. Believe it or not this 
paper is coated with egg whites . The 
photographer takes the photo and then 
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photographer takes the photo and then 
burnishes it with a glaze. This was run 
through a roller machine. This is a good 
way to identify the time the photo was 
taken as this albumin process was used 
betw'een the aforementioned years. 

Our Johnann Heinrich aka John 
died in 1888 so we know we are in the 
correct time period. 

By looking at the photo itself we 
can develop a story of the image. 
Certainly this John was an older man 
because of the color of his beard. At this 
time, this type of square beard was very 
much in style. Men's hair was cut short 
and oiled back. Mustaches were in 
vogue and most older men were not 
clean shaven. All these characteristics 
are not only indicative of the time period 
but of the age of our John. 

The tie itself is quite interesting. 
To further date the photo, If you look at 
it closely you can see he is wearing a 
distinctive bow tie. It is a horizontal 
bowknot of a dark solid color. This type 
of tie was in vogue at this time 

He is wearing a vest which is 
buttoned high. In these years the jacket 
had short lapels and was left open to 
show the vest. We can't see much of the 
collar but a white shirt was the order of 
the day. All these are clues. 

We have all this information 
without even considering facial 
characteristics. If you compare this 
photo to the photo of Johann Heinrich's 
children in the Schueneman book, page 
46,You will notice the deep set eyes of 
many of the males, especially Henry. 

Facial features are hard to 
determine but we can compare the shape 
and size of the ears and they look very 
much the same as the rest of the family. 

It is very difficult to see the 
shape of his mouth because of the 
mustache, but again looking at Henry the 

son, they are almost identical to Henry's 
mustache and mouth. 

The only information which is in 
doubt is on the back of the photo, the 
address-298 Cornell St. Who lived at 
298 Cornell Street at this time? 

When Johann Heinrich aka John 
died in April 1888, his probate records 
show that he owned land in McHenry 
County. All the addresses of the heirs 
were given and the only one living in 
Chicago was his son John (Lambert) and 
he lived at 426 N. Ashland. All the 
others lived in Waukegan. Why would 
Minnie have identified this John 
Schuenemann at the address 298 
Cornell? 

Johann's brother Bernhard did 
own a building in Chicago which is still 
standing at 1400 Chestnut St. but the old 
address could have been 298 Cornell St. . 
The building is 122 years which puts it 
in the right time period. There is only 
one John in Chicago in the 1880 census 
and I know my grandfather John lived 
there. Johann's farm was in the country. 
Could he have been visiting his brother? 

Adding up all the clues and the 
given facts, the only conclusion is that 
this IS the picture of Johann Heinrich 
aka known as John, the patriarch ofthe 
family. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF 

HENRY JOSEPH SCHUENEMAN SR. & JR. 


Henry Joseph Schuenemann is 
the second son ofLambert John 
Schuenemann. He was born 19 July 
1885 and died the 21 st of April 1959. 
This is his story that begins when he 
married Florence O'Donnell in 1917. 

The earliest photo I have of the 
two is in his car. It was a roadster but 
the picture was so badly damaged I 
could only copy the two of them. 

The car was an early convertible 
and quite large. The picture is not good 
of Henry but it shows how pretty 
Florence was. 

There is not much I know of his 
early married life but I was able to find 
his registration card in Chicago for 
WWl. Henry was not in the first 
registration because only those who 
were between the ages of twenty-one 
and thirty-one were designated to 
register first. Henry was 32 when this 
ruling was made. However, he was in 
the second registration a year later. 

The card on September 12, 1918 
has many details of his life and physical 
description at that time. Of the latter on 
the second page of the card it says he 
was of medium height, slender build, 
had blue eyes and dark hair. This is a bit 
arbitrary because we don't know what 
they meant by medium height. 

Also on the same side was the 
number of the Local Board, 29, located 
at Wilson Ave. This information helps 
to identify where he was living at the 
time. We know that his home before he 
was married was at 4440 Hermitage in 
Ravenswood. He must have found a 
place near there when he married 
because it was in the same draft board. 

Notice the information given on 
the card below. He lived at 1508 
Cullom. I have not checked the location 
of this address but, suffice it to say, it 
was in the vicinity mentioned above. 

Most interesting is that it gives 
his occupation when he registered. It 
states that he had his own business of 
Garment Accessories at 36 South State 
St., Chicago. This was downtown and I 
can remember going to his store in the 
Stevens Building. The building may still 
be there today. In his space, I was 
fascinated by the trays of beads, feathers, 
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buttons, and other novelties that women 
put on their dresses when their clothing 
was made by dressmakers. This was 
before we became a nation of 
commercial clothing. His business 
deteriorated when ready-to-wear 
clothing for women became available. 
He eventually had to close his store. I 
don't know what he did when he closed 
up shop. 

If his signature was ever in doubt 
it is very clear on the registration where 
he swore that the information he gave 
was true. 

I do not know the story of how 
Henry met Florence but it was through 
Henry that his sister Elvera became 
acquainted with Harry Durland. Henry 
and Harry were friends . Elvera married 
Harry four months after the marriage of 
Henry. 

I do know that Henry and Harry 
remained good friends all their lives. 
Florence and Elvera also became very 
good friends and their families were 
reared together. 

In the picture above, the third 
from the left is Florence, wife of Henry. 
The others left to right are Elvera 
Schueneman Durland, her mother, 
Minnie Schueneman, mother ofHenry 
and Elvera, and Minnie's sister 
Josephine Heimer. The picture was 

taken at the home ofElvera and Minnie 
in McHe , Illinois. 

This is an early picture of the 
families together. Florence is in the back 
holding Mary Durland, then Edna 
Heimer and Elvera Durland. The child 
with the bonnet is Jane Durland. Then 
Henry Jr., Audrey, Leo ' s daughter is 
holding George, sibling of Henry Jr. 

Henry Sr.' s apartment on 
Ardmore in Chicago was always open to 
Harry and Elvera's children. 

Henry used to visit his mother in 
McHenry quite often. In later years he 
drove a small car with a rumble seat. He 
would always take us for a ride so we 
could sit in the rumble seat. The car was 
a two-seater, one place for the driver and 
only one for the passenger. 

The rumble seat was enclosed in 
the back of the car. This had to be lifted 
to open as a seat. It was great fun for 
everyone to ride in, for it was open to the 
air like a convertible. 

When Henry came out to 
McHenry to visit his mother, he always 
made another visit. At the time I never 
knew where he was going but later I 
learned he went to the cemetery of St. 
John the Baptist church to visit his 
grandfather Johann Heinrich 
Schuenemann and his grandmother 
Maria Catherine. This was long before I 
was interested in finding my ancestorsI 
have often wished that I had been into 
genealogy while Uncle Henry 
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was living. We could have had many 
good talks about Johnsburg. 

Henry Schueneman Jr. was born 
7 February 1918 in Chicago. Since his 
father had registered September 1918 for 
WWI, I expected to find a reference that 
he had a child at the time. It seems 
strange to me that chi ldren were not 
listed on the registration card. 

But comparing Henry Jr. ' s birth 
certificate to the registration card there 
are several discrepancies. Every birth 
certificate in Illinois gives the 
occupation of the father. I fully 
expected to find the same information on 
Henry Jr.'s birth certificate as there was 
on the registration card. But Henry Sr.'s 
occupation was noted as "banker" 
which was not the same as it was on the 
registration card. 

Not only that, the mother of 
Henry Jr. is given as Dorothy! Even the 
address looks to be 1808 Cullom instead 
of 1508. Another anomaly. 

But what stunned me the most is 
the fact that the doctor had not filed the 
birth certificate until August 29, 1918. 
Henry Sr. had registered September 12, 
1918. 

The only conclusion one can 
draw is that the doctor was remiss. 

Henry Jr.'s childhood was a 
happy one. He not only had a sibling 
close to his own age, George, who was 
born in 1920, but two more siblings 
completed the family- Pat who was born 
in 1925 and Ted who was born in 1928. 

This faded picture 
appeared in the newspaper 
along with a larger story of the 
war. 

In the picture above Henry Jr. is 
holding the bat, his brother George is the 
catcher, and his sister known as Pat (but 
her real name was Mary Louise) is in the 
swing .. Ten years after Henry Jr. 's birth 
another brother was born, Ted. With 
Ted the family was complete. 

Out of school Henry Jr. went to 
work with the telephone company and 
from there he was drafted to serve in 
WWII. An account of his service in that 
war was in the 2000 newsletter. 



In a letter to his mother and 
father dated 18 January 1946, he talks 
about his buddies and asks his parents to 
pick out a dress for a girl he knew. He 
compares her to his mother. The dress 
should be not too fancy, not white, but 
should be washed with soap and water 
because that is all that was available. He 
went on to describe her size and height. 

He said he had gone to Munich 
so he must have been in Germany. 

He also writes about skiing in 
Germany, so fortunately his life was not 
too grim after Germany surrendered. 

The letter wishes his father luck 
in New York. Evidently Henry Sr. made 
a trip at that time. 

At the very end of the letter he 
asks for a box of candy and signs the 
letter "your loving son, JR." This was 
the name the family called him for many 
years . It was only when he returned 
from the war that we had to get used to 
calling him Hank. 

The girl he wrote about didn't 
return with him but I assume his mother 
honored his wishes and sent the dress he 
requested. 

The telephone company held his 
position for him so after the war he went 
back to a job that he held for many 
years. 

Henry Sr. and Florence 
continued to live at the Ardmore address 
in Chicago. Soon after Henry Jr. 
returned from the war in 1948 he 
married Elizabeth Millar. 

The picture at the top of the page 
is Henry Sr. with Florence and his 
mother Minnie Schuenemann at the 
marriage ofHenry Jr. 

Unfortunately there is no happy 
ending to this story. 

After retirement, Henry Sr. went 
to work as a night guard in a gas station. 
During the course of the evening he was 
attacked and severly beaten. He 
recovered from his wounds but not from 
the blows to the head. He died in April 
1959. There was compensation for his 
family but in no way did it make up for 
the loss of a father. Florence died in 
1966. 

This is probably the last picture 
of the siblings together because of 
another unfortunate accident. Pat is on 
the left on Ted' s knee. Aunt Elvera 
Durland is in the chair with George on 
her lap. Henry Jr. is in back. 

And this is another part of the 
sad story. Henry died in 1984 as a result 
of a tragic accident when he went into a 
hospital for a routine exam. So both 
Henry Sr. and Henry Jr. were victims of 
unfortunate circumstances beyond their 
control. 
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THE DANKBARS 

AND 


OTHER ASSOCIA TED FAMILIES 


This article follows up the 
previous one in 2000 on the DANKBAR 
family . 

IANNA ELISABETH DANKBAR I 

--I ALEXANDER JOSEF DANKBAR I 

--I ANNA MARGARETHE WEINEFOET I 

H JOANNES B WEINEWORTH II 

H HENRICUS WIENEWORTH I 

Y ANNA PHENNBERNDTS I 

~ CATHERINA M FEDELER I 

H HEINRICH FEDDELER I 

Y SALOMINA WESTRICK I 

This chart will acquaint you with 
some names in the Dankbar ancestry. 
Anna Elisabeth Dankbar was the mother 
of our Johann Heinrich Schueneman. 
She is the one who is buried in the plot 
of Johnsburg and which as of this date 
we haven't recovered. It might interest 
you to know that the name Dankbar is 
probably Dutch. This was given to me 
by a descendant who still lives in 
Ochtrup. 

Notice that the father of Anna 
Elisabeth has no ancestors. This is 
because my informant who shares the 
same ancestry says that he was probably 
from the town of Metelen, a neighboring 
town of Ochtrup. 

Alexander Josef was born about 
1756. Notice that his wife was Anna 
Weinefoet, a new name for you. They 
had seven children and our Anna 

Elisabeth was the 6th
. Of these seven, 

five were girls . 
The Dankbar descendant in 

Ochtrup said she was probably raised on 
the Dankbar farm. That farm still exists 
today although it is no longer called the 
Dankbar farm, because a daughter 
married a Leusdar so now the records 
show it as the Leusdar farm . 

The original farm 
continues today but unfortunately I 
didn't have this information so I wasn't 
able to visit it. He said it was a medium 
sized farm but that is all relative as I 
don't know what he means by medium. 

When the Dankbar descendant 
wrote me from Ochtrup, he told me 
about the farms that existed in the other 
families. If families continued to own 
farms the records were kept for 
centuries. 

So you see, there is probably a 
Weinefoet farm, a Weineworth farm, a 
Phennbemdts farm, a Feddeler Farm, a 
Westrick farm, all which have stayed in 
the family for generations. 

In fact, I have so much 
information that I am dizzy from trying 
to put all the families together. Suffice it 
to say it looks like all our ancestors on 
the Dankbar side were farmers and this 
information goes back to the 1600s. 

I haven't had any correspondence 
with Thomas Dankbar lately. I have to 
write in English and I think that it is very 
hard for him to get my questions 
translated. He promised me that he 
would send me information about the 
farms and a short summary of the 
"serfdoms." I have no idea what he 
means by that. 



OTHER OCHTRUP SCENES 


This is a map of Ochtrup in the 
state of West fa len in Gennany in 1598. 

The oval in the middle is the 
church, which played a primary role. 
We do have ancestors on all sides that go 
back to that date. Even though the 
majority of our families lived on fanns, 
some were weavers in town, and since 
they were all Catholic for centuries, they 
congregated at the church for baptisms, 
weddings, and deaths. The houses in 
town are the small rectangles shown on 
the map. The house below was built in 
1607. 

The architecture of the old 
houses is very distinctive. One can 
imagine walking along the cobblestone 
streets that lead to and from the church. 

If you look closely in the picture 
above, you can see the church spire in 
the background. The picture below is an 
illustration of how the houses were built 
closely together. In Ochtrup the narrow 
cobblestone streets still exist. It is as 
though Ochtrup is in a time warp and yet 
fortunately Ochtrup keeps the old with 
the new. 

This was Ochtrup when our 
Schuenemann ancestors arrived in 
Chicago. These are the houses that 
existed and the streets they walked. The 
map below shows Ochtrup about 1847 
when they emigrated, the church still the 
focal point. 
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MARY.S MESSAGES 


Mary Durland, Researcher 
5722 Spring Sunshine 


San Antonio, TX 78247-1636 

mdurland@groupcmk.com 

Jerry Larkin, Copy Editor 


I have been very remiss in not 
giving proper credit to two of my most 
un-wavering supporters, Joan Larkin and 
Janet Smith. Since our roots are in the 
area where they both live, they have 
been constant in their help to assist me in 
uncovering clues to our ancestors. So I 
salute them. 

There are three members of our 
families who will be entering college in 
the fall of 2003: Andy Cuda, son of 
Frank and Ann, Amanda Griffith, 
daughter of Tom, and Luis Santiago, 
step-son of George Kauss. All three are 
applying to different universities. It will 
be very interesting to see which ones 
they attend. 

1 found the following snapshot in 
my records. For many years there were 
Schueneman picnics, usually held on one 
of the farms owned by a Kristan. This 
snapshot was taken at one of those 
picnics. From left to right the group is 
Frank Ahart [sic], husband of Anna 
Catherine Schuenemann, daughter of 
Johann Heinrich who died in 1904. 
Frank died in 1936 so the picture would 
have been from about that time. 

Next to Frank is Kate Dowe, also 
a daughter of Johann Heinrich. 
Katherine outlived them all. She died in 
1958. 

In the dark dress is Minnie 
Schuenemann, wife of Lambert John, 
another child of Johann Heinrich. 
Minnie died in 19.50. 

The last one in the picture is 
Gerhard Schuenemann, the youngest son 
of Johann Heinrich. Gerhard died in 
1942. 

A REMINDER 
TO CELEBRATE THE 110TH 

BmTHDAYOFELVERA 
SCHUENEMAN DURLAND, 

"NANA'S DAY" WILL BE HELD 
AROUND THE 4TIi OF JULY, 2003. 
BE SURE YOU MAKE PLANS TO 
ATTEND. IT WILL BE HELD AS 

USUAL IN THE PARK IN 
MCHENRY, ILLINOIS. THE 

THEME OF THE DAY WILL BE A 
PATRIOTIC ONE. JOAN'S CLAN 

WILL WEAR RED T·SIDRTS, 
MITZI'S CLAN WILL WEAR 

WlDTE, AND MARY'S CLAN BLUE 
TO REPRESENT THE FLAG. 
JANE'S CLAN WILL WEAR 
WlllTE WITH THE FLAG 

El\IBLEM. ALL NIECES AND 
NEPHEWS ARE INCLUDED. THEY 

MAY CHOOSE THEIR OWN 
COLORS EXCEPT THE ONES 

ABOVE. IF DISPUTES OCCUR, 
THEY WILL BE SETTLED BY THE 

EXECUTIVE BOARD. 
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