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Photo by John Schueneman of Waukegan taken on his visit to the 
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A PICTORIAL JOURNEY OF A DESCENDANT 
TO HIS ROOTS 

John Schueneman, a descendant 
of Johann Heinrich Schuenemann, and 
who lives in Waukegan today, visited 
the town of Ochtrup in Westphalia, 
Gennany in the year 2000 two hundred 
and fifty years after the couple emigrated 
to Chicago. He walked on the same 
cobble stone streets and entered the same 
church where they worshipped. 

He and his wife Linda had 
contacted Ulrich Hoelscher, the man 
who was such a big help in ascertaining 
the ancestry of the Schuenemans for the 
Schueneman book. 

It was a cold rainy day when 
they met him, but for John and Linda it 
was a nostalgic journey into the past. 
These photos are some of those he took 
as he retraced the steps of the early 
SchuenemanTIs. 

One of the places they visited 
was the Pottery Factory which had been 
in existence for hundreds of years and of 
course was there at the time Johann 
Schuenemann and his wife Maria lived 
in Ochtrup. 

Examples of pottery with the Ochtrup 
insignia 

The picture on the cover is the 
interior of St. Lamberti church that has 
withstood many centuries. There all of 
John's ancestors were married and 
baptized. 

Baptismal Font which dates to the ;jh or 
lOth Century 

At the time the Schueneman 
family book was written the interior of 
the church was inaccessible and the Font 
was not able to be viewed. John was 
able to take this beautiful picture where 
the baptisms continue today. The church 
itself is designated as a historical 
building, commemorated by the plaque 
pictured below. 

Historical Memorial State Ediface 

There is so much John was able 
to capture of the exterior of the church. 
The main door is particularly beautiful. 



Note the detailed ironwork and the 
beautiful stone carvings. 

St. Lamberti church door 

Especially noticeable on the 
church grounds was the fountain 
dedicated to the children. Can you see 
their faces as they play? 

Fountain ojchurch 
Another beautiful fountain was 

one that had a most unusual spigot. 

As John and Linda walked the 
streets of Ochtrup, they saw the museum 
that housed a building that existed when 

his ancestors lived there. Yes they were 
walking on the same cobblestones as did 
his forbearers. 

The old museum house 
They walked along the streets as 

Ochtrup is today, imagining what it had 
been like man 

Street in Ochtrup today 
They saw a house that may have been 
the one his ancestors lived in. 

The dark brick house the Schuenemans 
may have lived in. 

John's journey included many 
more photos that will be in future 
Schueneman issues. 



ST. BONIFACE CHURCH AND SCHOOL 


St. Boniface Church and School 
has been a very important factor in the 
Chica 0 Schueneman families. It be an 

when a group of Germans wanted their 
own church and school. In 1862 the 
Benedictine Fathers of St. Joseph's 
Church sponsored the erection of a 
church for the purpose of having a 
German Catholic school in the primary 
German area of Chicago. 

The brother of Johann Heinrich 
Schuenemann, Bernhard Schuenemann, 
attended that meeting and was elected 

Treasurer. His 
picture is also 
captioned 
under, "Men 
Who Should be 
Remembered 
for Their 
Parish 
Activity. " 

Bernhard Schuenemann 

The one story frame structure 
they built doubled as both a church and a 
school. It had rolling partitions, or 
Venetian blinds, which were closed to 
permit classrooms when the Mass wasn't 
said. German was the primary language. 

This combination building served 
the German community well for many 
years. However, the school attendance 
soon outgrew it and a new building, a 
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separate school was proposed. The 
pastor was Fr. Venn. 

While he was pastor the 
history of (Lambert) John Schuenemann 

and Minnie began. Fr. Venn baptized 
their four children. 

A new priest, Father Evers, 
became the pastor in 1895, and in 1896 
the old school was dismantled and the 
new one ready for occupancy. 

Thlit Church and Ne.w Sdwol 

As you can see, the old church 
remained as it was but the new school 
was quite imposing. It contained twelve 
large classrooms. The top floor 
contained a large entertainment hall with 
a good stage, a smaller society hall to 
seat about a hundred people, and a large 
kitchen. The basement contained a 
clubroom, a heating plant, and a bowling 
alley. The bowling alley would be 
instrumental in forming the future of Leo 
Schueneman, the third son of John and 
Minnie. 

I do not know if any English was 
taught but I do know the purpose of the 
school was the teaching of German. This 
was before WW I so all children of John 
and Minnie became proficient in 
German. 

The school at that time in 1895 
cost $50,000 to build. When the John 
Schueneman family went to the school it 
was at its best with 1200 children 



enrolled. All four of John and Minnie's 
children, John Charles, Henry, Leo, and 
Elvera were part of the student body. In 
1906 Elvera was confirmed by the 
Bishop, as probably were her brothers in 
pnor years. 

In the following year, 1907, 
Elvera graduated from 8th grade. 

This picture is from Elvera's 8th 

grade graduation. That notation on the 
back was in Elvera's handwriting. It 
looks like the entire class was in a play. 
I hope it is clear enough to find her 
among her classmates. 

In the meantime, Leo became 
very active in the Young Men's 
Entertainment group. In 1906 he was the 
head of the Sodality. To quote the 
Annals of St. Boniface, "Leo was a 
descendant of one of the first 
parishioners active in the building 
program. He, like his father, was 

enthused in all church affairs. Besides 
his interest in church affairs, he 
possessed ideals of indoor 
sportsmanship. These he experimented 
with in the St. Raphael Sodality. One of 
his first moves was the installation of 
more bowling alleys in the basement of 
the school. 

Within a few years' time the six 
choice bowlers of the St. Raphael's 
Sodality won the Championship of the 
Diocesan Union Bowling League. Leo 
was the captain of the team." 

Another coincidence was to take 
place, a fact that maybe figured into the 
future plans of John and Minnie. I had 
always known that Fr. Nix, who was 
pastor ofSt. Mary's in McHenry, began 
his priesthood at St. Boniface. There is 
no doubt Minnie and John knew Fr. Nix 
welL He was a good friend of the family 
throughout many years in McHenry. St. 
Mary's school was almost an extension 
of St Boniface. For me, Fr. Nix and then 
Monsignor was a compelling presence in 
my life. He was a good friend of my 
father's. He performed my marriage 
and baptized my children all at St. 
Mary's in McHenry. 

r-------------~ 

Father Nix was ordained in 1903 
and was a Curate at St. Boniface during 
the times the John Schueneman family 
were members of St. Boniface in 
Chicago. 
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LEO SCHUENEMAN, ENTREPRENEUR 


Leo Schueneman, third son of 
John and Minnie Schueneman, was born 
the 26th of September 1887. From the 
very beginning he became active at St. 
Boniface Church and School. 

"Who's Who in Chicago" noted 
that he was educated at St. Boniface 
School and Bryant & Stratton Business 
College. 

From 1907 until 1909 he was a 
member of the finn Geroux and 
Schueneman. He was only 20 at the 
time. The Partnership then became 
Schueneman & Smerling from1910 to 
1912. From 1913 on Leo incorporated 
his bowling alleys under the name of 
Schueneman Incorporated. 

Under his leadership as President 
and General Manager, the company 
prospered and he soon had the five 
addresses you can see on the opposite 
page. 

Not only was he President and 
Chainnan of another building, he also 
initiated a plan whereby the Logan 
Square Trust & Savings Bank and the 
State Commercial & Savings Bank could 
be reopened after being closed in 1923. 

Leo was well known in bowling 
circles and also was very active in many 
other organizations. All seemed to be 
going very well for him until he became 
very ill with kidney trouble. 

Of the five buildings he owned, 
only two are still standing, the one at 
1108 Bryn Mawr and the one at 4421 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., in Chicago. The latter 
is the only one that has the Schueneman 
name on it. 

The building that was at 2552 
Milwaukee Ave. is now a parking lot. 
The one on Clark St. is now an empty 
lot. That only leaves the one on Ashland 
Ave. , and that is no longer there. Instead 
there is a new building that is part of the 
University of Illinois Circle Campus. 

This photo ofLeo in his hospital 
bed was published in the National 
Publication ofBowling and Billiards, 
March 1935, just a month before he 
died, April 12th. He was just 42 years 
old. 

To the left is his daughter 
Audrey, then a nurse, his son-in-law 
James Flynn, and his wife Helen on the 
right. 
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HIGH GERMAN AND LOW GERMAN 


This is a picture of Ulrich 
Hoelscher, the man who wrote the 
Foreword in the Schueneman book. I 
asked him to explain the difference 
between High German and Low German 
dialects for me. 

When I was in Hamburg, my 
German friend there called Ochtrup to 
make arrangements for my visit. He 
spoke with Herman Gausler who was so 
helpful with the Greitenevert families. 

Herman Gausler and his wife 
When he hung up the telephone 

he said, "Oh my, Low German is really 
hard to understand. It's like a different 
language." My friend in Hamburg spoke 
High German. 

I had always heard these terms 
used at home because Grandma Minnie 
always said that Grandpa John 
Schueneman spoke Low German 
whereas her father, Charles Kuhnert, 
spoke High German. 

I didn't know what the difference 
was, whether it was a class difference or 
whether it was specific to an area. 

Ulrich sent me this information, so get 
ready for a history lesson. 

In the past, before the year 1872, 
Germany was divided in a lot of little 
kingdoms and dukedoms. Now I know 
that the parents of Grandpa John 
belonged to one kingdom and Charles 
Kuhnert belonged to the Dukedom of 
Brunswick. 
Each one is from a different area. 

Then in 1872 the Prussian 
Bismarck proclaimed Germany united. 
Many of the dialects died out, and High 
German became the official language. 

However, the regions continued 
with their particular dialects and that is 
why Westphalia, and namely the area of 
Ochtrup, still speaks Plattdeutsch, Low 
German. In fact this is the same dialect 
that the settlers of Johnsburg spoke 

On the other hand, Charles 
Kuhnert was from a Dukedom that spoke 
High German so it would be only natural 
that he retained the German dialect from 
that area. 

There were also other dialects 
that have died out. The East Prussian 
language died following WWII because 
this area is now a part ofRussia and 
Poland. Another language called Frisian 
is feared to be next. Frisian was spoken 
up along the North Sea and because it is 
very close to Dutch, our Dorlandt 
ancestors could well have spoken that 
dialect. 

And that's enough history for 
you today. Suffice it to say, that Elvera 
who learned German in school probably 
spoke a little of both depending on who 
her teachers were, what area they were 
from, and what she spoke at home. Her 
father spoke Low German and her 
mother spoke High German. Sort of 
confusing, isn't it? 



WILL THERE BE A CHRISTMAS SHIP THIS YEAR? 


Last year, both Jerry Larkin and 
Julie Sharp sent me information about 
the Christmas Tree Ship. Unfortunately 
I was leaving town for an extended visit 
to California and my Schueneman issue 
went out early. 

The whole saga about Herman 
Schueneman and the ill-fated Rouse 
Simmons was repeated in the articles 
(1999 Schueneman Issue Vol. IV, Issue 
4.) Even though Herman 
Schueneman doesn't seem to have any 
link to our Schueneman family, I 
thought you might be interested in what 
was supposed to transpire in 2000 in 
order to perpetuate the legend. 

It seems that the U. S. Coast 
Guard was going to revive the Christmas 
ship tradition, 

Early in the fall of 2000 a group 
of maritime history buffs approached the 
Machinaw about retracing the route of 
the Rouse Simmons. The 75 members 
of the Cheboygan based cutter agreed 
that it was history and the custom should 
continue because of the joy it brought to 
Chicago. 

Accordingly the Cheboygan 
cutter left for the 24-hour trip to 

Chicago. The newspaper account said 
the vessel had little trouble in the choppy 
waters and light snow showers as it 
traveled within 20 miles of the Rouse 
Simmons watery grave. It had some 
trees aboard and was due to arrive in 
Chicago December 1. 

That is as much of the story that I 
know. I don't know if the cutter did 
arrive in Chicago in 2000 as reported. I 
don't know if the tradition will again be 
revived for this year 2001 . If so, it will 
probably be in the newspapers again so 
look for it. 

CHRrsrMAS TREE SHIP 
n....,.......""'..__..a..Io '"'" 

n.,.."..IHm-C-rlwc.v-r...S1tfp 

~~..::t:"""'~~5 
......,..._'""""-...-0.-_""".--"......Iood~_.,...,....._ .......___ 
~~~"""""''''ptftDo&e.IP''·dod.
IIWIIIlhra..tlSaetc...,.. ~~~. II:J.IfTMlIIIpJInI the
_~....",,-s. 

Adfrom an Art Gallery commemorating 
the Christmas Tree Ship 
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SOME SCHUENEMAN/GREITENEVERT HISTORY 


When we lost the last 3rd 

generation member of the family , Olive 
Dowe, we gained another Schueneman 
who had been lost. After the death of 
her mother, Marilyn Dowe Sherry sent 
me a wonderful picture of a child named 
Henry Dowe. 

Marilyn wasn't quite sure if! 
wanted the picture. However, I was 
delighted because it is the photo of the 
son of Katherine and Bernard Dowe of 
whom I had no record 

Now you can add him to page 
174 in the Schueneman book. 

On the back of the photo was 
written "Henry B. Dowe. Born Oct. 3 
1890. Died Mar 4 1899. Age 9 yrs. 
Born in Waukegan. Died from Black 
Diptheria." 

Also Marilyn sent information 
about the mother of Robert and William 

Dowe, Grace Carroll Dowe. Add this 
also to page 174. Grace was born May 
5, 1898 and died July 5, 1960. 

She also sent me a Mass card for 
Margaret P. Schueneman but I can't find 
a record of her. If anyone knows where 
she belongs, please contact me. 

Among Marilyn's gems was a 
picture of the B. Kristan's residence in 
North Chicago. It's a great picture. I 
hope the family has it. She says she had 
many unidentified photos. I wish we 
were closer; I might be able to help her 
with names. 

Marcella Schueneman writes that 
her brother Joseph A. died August 10, 
2001. I really appreciate the family 
notifying me of changes so that I can 
keep my records current in case we have 
another reunion. I think we have lost 
more in that family but I don't have any 
record. 

I know we lost Marie Kristan 
Johnson this year. She was such a 
tremendous inspiration and without her 
help on the Kristans I would have been 
lost. Her daughter sent me a note and I 
was so grateful to have been notified. 

On a lighter note. John 
Schueneman of Waukegan, another big 
supporter of mine, has a new grandchild 
born 11120100. The baby is called John 
Edward, which makes three John 
Edwards in the Gerhard line. 

Please keep me in touch. 
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MARY'S MESSAGES 


F or the final issue of the year 
2001, I thought I would pass on some 
interesting facts about Kinship. The last 
page of this issue should help you 
decipher the information. 

By birth we belong to a family of 
Orientation: the family of our parents 
AND their relatives. Weare who we are 
because of the physical and emotional 
characteristics such as disposition, eye 
color, body structure, and facial features. 
I think we all know that about our 
parents but consider that we inherit the 
genes for generations. That's why we 
have to look backwards sometimes when 
we wonder why someone looks and acts 
so differently. 

Often we make the mistake of 
calling the siblings of our grandparents 
great aunts or great uncles. I thought I 
was a great aunt to my sisters' grand 
children. No, I'm a grand aunt. How 
about that! 

The following generation 
becomes the greats, therefor the siblings 
of our great-grandparents become our 
great-grand uncles/aunts. . 

Now the term REMOVE. If 
your first cousin has a child, that child 
becomes your first cousin once removed. 
Simply put, removed means that a 
person belongs to a different kinship 
generation. Therefore a first cousin once 
removed is one generation removed 
from the source. Each new generation 
will conue to be another step removed 

from the original first cousin 
relationship. Please keep this in mind. 
when the FREEIELSON issue comes 

out next year. In kinship this is often 
called linguistic shorthand. 

Cousins of the first cousins are 
second cousins, and offspring of second 
cousins are third cousins, but they are 
are also removed from the original. You 
figure it out. 

So, everyone who is connected 
by blood is our family of Orientation. 
There is no choice involved and no 
matter what we can't divorce them. 
They are kin and part of us. 

In conclusion, from our family of 
Orientation we learn who we are and 
where we came from. This is the 
purpose of Know Your Roots, learning 
where we came from and why we are 
who we are and what we have inherited 
over the generations. Accept the bad 
with the good. It's all in the genes. 

Soon I plan to work on a 
Genogram whereby all my subscribers 
will be able to note the information I 
have garnered from death notices. This 
should be helpful when one cannot find 
answers for certain illnesses. 

It seems that there was no 
comment about the last Guess Who. The 
children were from two different 
families so ponder over that. Now this 
issue's baby is one of my supporters so 
if you do recognize the baby, let me 
know. Parents don't count. 
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THE CHART BELOW SHOULD HELP YOU FIGURE OUT YOUR 

COUSINS 
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