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KNOW YOUR ROOTS 

A Family That Doesn't Know Its Past Doesn't Understand Itself 

VOLUNLE VI Issue 3 FREE/ELSON 

The picture on the right 

is a doctored version of 

the one above. I tried to 

bring out the bonnet 

Mary Elizabeth is 

wearing in the original 

but I'm not very good at 

photo restoration .. 


JUNE 2001 

The picture at the left is an 
ambrotype (photo on glass) of 
Mary Elizabeth Elson Free. 
The ambrotype is probably 150 
years old and is deteriorating 
rapidly. I am trying to save it 
for the future by keeping it out 
of the light. 
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Mary Durland, Author/Researcher



THE 
ELSON 

IN 
Harry ELSON Durland 

The picture on the cover is Mary 
Elizabeth Elson, mother ofRebecca Free 
and grandmother of Harry Elson 
Durland. Very little is known about her 
but so far it is known that she was born 
in 1806 in Virginia and died in 1866. 
The death date and place has not been 
definitely determined. 

It is certain that Harry did not 
know his maternal grandmother for he 
was born in 1888 but his mother 

-Rebecca Free evidently wanted to 
preserve the name for Elson posterity. I 
thank her for that, for I found other 
family names through the Elson siblings. 
Mary Elizabeth was the eldest but the 
names that folLow give hints to the oilier 
ancestors . 

For example, Henson is certainly 
a family name but I have yet to make the 
connection. I'm still searching but I do 
know it is on the Elson side, for there 
was a Henson in another Elson family . 

William obviously is named after 
his father. Stewart is for William's wife, 
Hannah Stewart, and Turner is for the 
wife ofRichard Elson, father of the elder 
William. One researcher does have a 
Richard Jr. born 1811 but I have not 
found him. 

Heretofore it was thought that the 
Elsons were Scotch Irish due to the 
handwritten note found in the Dorland 
book. However, recent research has 
proven that to be incorrect. The Scotch 
Irish must have been from Mary 
Elizabeth' s mother, Hannah Stewart, not 
from her father, William Elson. 

WILLIAM ELSON 
"HANNAH STEWART 
b. 14 Feb 1785. VIRGINIA 
d. ZZ Feb 1856 
m. abt 18 May 1804 

MARY ELIZABETH ELSON 

" WILLIAM FREE 

b. 1796. PENNSYLVANIA 
d. Z8 Nov 1872. FLORAJ OAY COUNTY. IWNOIS 
m. Z5 Apr 182Z. Columolana C.• OHIO 

HENSON ELSON 
" ELIZABETH CAHLL 
m. 3 Feb 1846, TUSCARONOS. OHIO 

OIARLES ELSON 

Rchard j". ELSON 

ISABELL ELSON 
" James Stewart WEBSTER 
m. 14 Sep 1848 

JOHN ELSON 
" MARGARET 8. 
mp. OHIO 

WILLIAM ELSON 

" REBECCA J. BROWN 

m. 7 Dec 1843. CARROLL COUNTY. OHIO 

STEWART ELSON 

" LOlJSA JANE PRIER 

m. 1852. CARROLL. OHIO 

THOMAS ELSON 

& ANN BAKER 

mp. Columbiana C .• OHIO 


HANNAH ELSON 

To understand Mary Elizabeth 
we have to take a look at her siblings. 
She was the eldest of the eleven 
children. Her story appeared in the 
FreelElson issue of 2000 but her 
marriage to William Free at age 16 gives 
us cause to wonder. In 1822, the date of 
her marriage, there were already 8 
children in the family . We can speculate 
on whether she married to get away from 
the family or because William was an 
ardent suitor. We will never know the 
answer to that question but it is an 
interesting one to consider. 



ELSON CONTROVERSARY & THE STEWART LINK 


In the FreelElson 
2000 there was a bit of 

history of the Elson family, 
As I continue to research 

family, I find that that the .J,..J,':>'VU'> 

probably came from England to 
Maryland in the very early 
means that our roots go back on 

side also into the 1600s. 
there is 

as to the place overseas 
to Maryland 

it was Wales, others it was 

messages have come 
the Internet and when I queried 

about their sources, I didn't get an 
answer. 

One Elson says there are still 
living near Wrexham in so 

anyone who there can 
mystery, 

Another is that there are 
two Elsons and one was 
as a January 20, 1662/63. 
Wouldn't be fun to tie her to our 

Another researcher reports there 
is a town called Elson. She 

in May and says there are 
houses and no real town or 

is a cottage with a sign 
Cottage,' The town is 
hllesrneI'e Shropshire. 

issue I 
first Elson on these 

handwritten note must 
r",t;"'rr"ri only to Hannah Stewart, 

of William Elson, 

Hannah had eleven 
children and Scotch Irish must 

Ireland where 
banished because 

they were Prcltestan before I can 
trace that I must find her 
parents here 

Tracing name is not 
easy because it is a common name 
sometimes know that 
Hannah spelled it but did her 
parents? 

I have found was born in 
1785 in Virginia. She was married to 
William Elson in about 1804 because 
Mary Elizabth was bomI 
William Elson was born 
County, Virginia, and I no proof 
that it was Augusta County 
Hannah was born. 

However I 
on year1800 
Also I have found that 

who had lived and 
adjacent to the Oldstone 
church which was the church 

Irish community in 
County. 

With this information I am 
to begin looking for as a 
a Stuart. This might be a wild 

but then I've been on 

bit of 
of Virginia. 

are particularly difficult to trace 
not only were they not 

in wills, but when they 
they took on their married name. 

We were fortunate that Grandma 
was identified as Miss Hannah 

Stewart William Free's handwritten 
note. 
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A CONTINUING DILEMMA 

Is the man on the left the same as the man in the middle? Note the hairdo, the 
nose, the mouth, the sunken eyes. I asked these same questions in the 1998 Free issue, 
page 2. Does the man on the left look younger than the man in the middle? Is the man on 
the far right the same as the man on the far left? I still have not solved the identity of the 
younger and older. However, I do know for sure who the man on the right is. It is 
Milton Free, son of William who I believe is the man in the middle. 

The picture on the left is the head of a tintype. The picture in the middle is from an 
ambrotype. The picture on the right is a bad copy sent to me from a Free cousin. I assume 
it is a tintype. 

An ambrotype is older than a tintype. The ambrotype is on glass and fades when 
it is exposed to light. Ambrotype as a photo process was invented by a Frenchman in 
Paris, patented in 1853, and discontinued in 1865. So the picture in the middle has to 
have been made before 1865. 

The head on the left, a tintype, is an example of a process that began in 1856 and 
continued to 1900. The same would apply to the tintype of the man on the right. 

This is my dilemma. Certainly the man on the left is younger than the man in the 
middle. If they are the same man then the tintype had to be made in 1856 or later and the 
ambrotype was discontinued in 1865. 

I believe the man in the middle to be William Free, father of Milton. In the 
ambrotype, he would have had to be about age 68. Also, his wife, Mary Elizabeth's 
picture on the cover is an ambrotype before 1865. It seems reasonable that they would 
have had their pictures taken together. 

If the left photo and the right photo are not the same, and the left photo and the 
middle photo are not the same. Then, who is the man on the left? I have only one 
conclusion to draw. It could be son John who was born in 1826 and certainly an adult in 
the tintype era, or son William, born in 1829 or Elson, born in 1830. The likeness to the 
middle photo is uncanny. 

As I said on the title page, I am in the process of trying to date and identify the 
eighteen daguerreotypes, ambrotypes, and tintypes I have in order to preserve them for 
the future. 
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WHERE ARE WE IN SOLVING THE 

FREE MYSTIQUE? 


What do we know? We know 
that Rebecca Free was married to James 
Youngs Durland. We know that her 
father was William Free and her mother 
was Mary Elizabeth Elson. We also 
know that William Free's father was 
John Free because William was traced in 
the deeds of the property that John 
owned. We are sure our William is the 
right one because the handwritten list we 
have of his siblings mentions them in the 
deed of the land. 

I am getting closer to solving the 
parentage of John Free. As of today, I 
know that our John Free could be the son 
of Abraham Free. In the 1996 issue of 
Know Your Roots there was a story 
about the possibility of our William Free 
being an ancestor of Abraham. In that 
same issue I presented Abraham's will. 
It was rather hard to read so in this issue 
I am giving you a larger version. It is 
still difficult to read but it is very 
interesting as a family historical 
document. 

Will Page 1 



Notice in Page 1 Abraham bequeaths to 
his wife Ann [Ann Bevan] everything as 
long as she remains unmarried. 

This includes his land in Newtown, 
Pennsylvania and Philadelphia County. I 
have not found the land in Philadelphia 
County. 

Will Page 2 

In Page 2 of the will, Ann receives 10 
pounds and his children. John, 
[presumably the eldest}, William, 
Abraham, Mary and Martha were to 
receive ten pounds apiece. 

Ann Bevan Free, widow, [see 1999 
Free issue Jar her history} married 
Samuel Caley after Abraham died. All of 
her children were minors at that time. In 
that era she must have been considered a 
wealthy widow. 
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This last page of Abraham's will should The Inventory to this will was given. to 

give you some idea of the practice of the you in the 2000 issue of the Free/Elson 

time before the Revolution in 1776. The KNOW YOUR ROOTS. 

land was still under English rule. 


.. . . .Will Page 3 
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MARY'S MESSAGES 


I have just learned about a very 
important service being provided by 
David Griffith to the elementary schools 
in Austin, Texas. This announcement 
which appeared on the Web was titled 
"Austin, PARTNERS IN 
EDUCATION." I quote verbatim. 
"This week's featured Partner in 
Education is 4 U Technologies. 4U 
Technologies is this week's Partner in 
Education! For five years now, 4U 
Technologies has been providing Austin 
(TX) schools with recycled computers at 
cost or cheaper. Odom Elementary has 
been one of the lucky schools the 
company has chosen to donate to. 

David Griffith, 
COO of4U 
Technologies says 
that the happiness 
that the computers 
bring to the 
children is the big 
pay-off for his 
work. 'When you 
see a kid walk up 
to you and say, 

'This is great!, you just want to do more, 
, he said. 'This is the most effective 
program that I've ever been associated 
with because David has a real 
commitment to kids,' Ron Bolck, 
Principal of Odom Elementary, 
explained. " 

Congratulations, David, and 
many kudos. I know everyone in the 
family is very proud of your contribution 
to Austin Partners in Education. 

On another note, here is a little 
historical tidbit if you have wondered 
how our families landed in Illinois. It 
was the promise of new lands in frontier 
America. The general paths of 
migration were either to the South, 
westward, or down the Ohio River. Our 
families seem to have followed the river. 
Water was used as a means of travel and 
lands were opened by lottery, treaty, and 
grants. I need to look at how the Frees 
and the Elsons went from Pennsylvania 
and Virginia to Ohio. 

From Ohio they went to Indiana, 
on to Illinois near St. Louis, and finally 
to Flora, Illinois. This migration started 
immediately after the Revolution when 
the East had been ravaged by war. In 
subsequent issues, I'll trace their land 
purchases as they moved westward. 

Remember that Mary Elizabeth 
Elson and William Free married in Ohio. 
Mary Elizabeth was born in Virginia and 
William in Pennsylvania, so Ohio is 
where the families converged. 

Not even his mother or 
grandmother recognized last issue's 
mystery photo of Patrick Smith! Try 
this one out and see how well you do. 
(These are photos I had and I'm running 
out. Can anyone send some more?) 

WHO IS THIS? 

BUDJA
Typewritten Text
Copy Editor: Jerry Larkin




