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FREE SIBLINGS* 


There is not much known about John Free. He does not 
appear on the handwritten list above. As the eldest son of 
William Free and Mary Elizabeth Elson Free, he was named 
in the tradition ofthe eldest son always being named John in 
a Free family. He was a farmer and appears as the head of 
the household in 1870 in Clay County when the family lived 
together. He was born in 1826, the second child of the 
family. Following the lead of his father, he became a farmer. The 1870 census shows 
that he and his British wife, Elizabeth, had three children: William, Mary and Alwilda. 
The value of the farm in 1870 was $6000 and the personal property was $250. However, 
since the family all lived together, there is no way of knowing whether this was all his. 

r:====:::;::::::=:==:::::::::::-::::--, Alwilda according to the list above was born January 8, 1844. 
She was the one with the most unusual name and osest to 
Rebecca. Pictured here with her husband. Isaac Clark they 
had three children: one died at age 2 and the others were Cora 

Bell and Isaac Newton. Isaac, the father, was said to be a man 
of unquestioned integrity. At one time he served as the City 
Treasurer of Flora, Illinois. Also he was on the City Council 
ofFlora. He was a dealer in groceries and provisions. 

~----------------~ 

Little is known of the two sisters, 

Mary and Elizabeth. In fact in the 

photograph of the two of them, 

we don't know which is Mary and 

which is Elizabeth. Neither do we 

know which one is in the single photo. 

However we do know that both sisters 

accompanied their brother Milton to 

Oklahoma. 
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Although Milton Free was not in the group photo, 
he is very much a part of the family. He is the one 
who fought in the Civil War. His story was in the 
FreelElson May 1998 Newsletter. When he 
finished his military service he went to Oklahoma to 
seek his fortune. His two sisters Mary and 
Elizabeth went with him. Eventually he married 
and had three children but only two survived. 
When he died, his body was shipped back to Flora, 
Illinois and he is buried in the cemetery there. 

There were other siblings but I do not have any infonnation about them. In the 1850 
census in Carroll County, Ohio, there was Ruth; the eldest, born in 1825. There is no 
record found of her death although she appears on the 1860 census of the Free family in 
Jersey, Illinois. There are other sons too that followed John, William Hensen and Elson 
who did not move with the family to Illinois. Note the names carrying on the family 
tradition. Hensen has not been identified yet. 

. We end this report on Rebecca's siblings with Rebecca herself Her story has also been 
told in a previous newsletter. In 1872 she married James Youngs Durland in Flora, 
Illinois. They had four sons: Charles Free, Oscar Crane, George Robert, and Harry Elson. 
George Robert died when he was six years old. 

Rebecca's marriage ended the name ofFree in this family. 

*From a note in the Durland family book. 



INVENTORY FROM ABRAHAM'S WILL* 


Abraham Free is the oldest known ancestor from the Free family. His birth date is 

still a mystery but his marriage to Ann Bevan, the Quaker, took place April 30, 1730 in 

Christ Church, Philadelphia. He had five children all in the space of 8 years because he 

died in 1738. His last child must have been Abraham as his birth is recorded as 1738 
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Iron hx, heaters, cand(eftick, an4 g(aff htt(es 
Wooten and (i""en c(oath 
1. cllndren chairf and go ca .... 
Books lind Razour 
Spi""ing whee(s and 1. Reeb 
Cheese and f,utterf 
CrOff cut saw Coopers 100(es 
So(e (eather and a ftraw C-.. 
5 Baggs annen and 10w yarn 
F(ax and woo(e 
Cedar f,arre(f and cedar C-

P(ough and Horn and Horfe Geers 
2. Mau(s and I/-/ron Wedges 
., Axes:: Mat(tock: shove(: hoe and 2. p__ 

Other children were John, William, Mary, and Martha. John is placed as the eldest 
because the first male child in the Free family for generations following this one is 
always named John. When Abraham died he left a very detailed will Included with the 
will was an inventory that is presumed to be his assets. His occupation was listed as a 
cooper. A cooper in those days was one who made and repaired barrels. He was a man 
of substance who probably married late in life because in his will, he was known as the 
elder. To give you an idea oflife at this time, the Inventory as it was written is 
reproduced. Below is an exact literal interpretation. Can you help with those that are 
indecipherable or incorrect? 

A true invef'ltory of aU an4 fingu(ar the go04f, chatteb, rightf, an4 cre4itf of 
Af,raha~ Free (ate of WeWTown in the County of Chefter Cooper l>eceafe4 Appraife4 
on the 2.,rd 4av of Septe~f,er Ano l>o~iFlO 1n8 

His purse an4 appare( 

Bef/f/ing anf/ tlleir furniture 

1af,(es, Cllest, Chairs, an4 Boxes 

Pewter p(ates, porenger, an4 spoons 

Wo04en ware 

firthen W<lre <lnd vesseb 

2. Iron po(es and Hangers 

Frieing pan and Iron p(ank 

Wooden vesS'e(t 


Grindftone and Fra~e 
Whee(e car 

Lu~f,er, Heading, and Staves 

, Maref 

6 ~iUche cows 

1 Stear, 1 Heifer, and 2. Year(ing Cawef 

1 Hog 

Wheat Rve, /n4ian Corn, and Oats 
Hav 
Outftanding l>etf,f 
l>esperate l>etf,ff, in tile handf of the 1ho Ba(eane and Henry Heath of faid 
County 
Appraifed f,v Sf the fuf,fcrif,er 

*TOO interpretation was made with the help of Jerry Larkin and his daughter Emily. ed 



JOHN WTLLlAM-. 

EARLY ELSONS 


MARY ELIZABETH ELSON, our earliest Elson was the mother ofRebecca Free. She 
was hom in Ohjo and was 16 when she married William Free in 1822 in Carrollton, Oh io. 
(Note that Harry Elson Durland was given the maiden name of his maternal grandmother. 
Review the articJe on names in the May 1998 Fre.e/Elson newsletter. ) Not much is 
known of Mary Elizabeth's early life. She and William Free had nine children; Rebecca 
was the youngest. This story is about TI IE ELSONS heginning with Mary Elizabeth and 
ending with the first known Elson. If you follow the story, you will find that all the way 
through there is proof for the Elson5 mentioned except the final one named Wil iam. 
Although the beginning Elson ancestor is a female, fortunately all the subsequent Elsons 
are represented through males 

MARY ELIZABETI-I.-. 
wn..L~M 

-'RICHARD-. 
WILLIAM 

Mary Elizabeth Elson's mother was Hannah Stewart and that is probably where 
the Scotch-Irish came from , not from her father. But J am getting ahead of my 5tOl)'- The 
1850 census of Carroll County, Ohio shows that Mary Elizabeth's siblings were Stewart, 
I Jenson, John, William, Thomac , Turner, and Ilannah. It's no wonder that M TY 
Elizabeth, the eldest child, married at such an early age! At that time, the daughters had 
to share the women ' 8 duties so she ~k'1d all those brothers to look after. Even though she 
left home in 1822 to marry it seems that all the other brothers, some married, were still 
Jiving as one family in 1850 in Ohio. The census shows that William, the father had died 
and Stewart, although younger than his brother William, was designated as head of the 
household. J ler sihlings all seemed to have lived on a fann in Center ownship hut 1860 
left not a single brother in Carroll County. When Hannah, their mother, died in 1856 
they 0 )viously dispersed to other area" . Some can be found in West Virginin as well as 
Ohio. 

-+- WILLIAM, the next Elson wa<; born in Augusta County, Vi rginia 
in 1784. He was the middle child in a family of six. He married Hannah Stewart around 
1805 hut a<; yet I haven't found a record of his marriage. Ilowever, since Mary Elizabeth 
was born in Virginia in 1806 and had four subsequent children, the marriage is assumed 
to he in Virginia. lie eventuall y moved to Ohio and farmed there. William and Ilannah 
belonged to the Trinity Church in Carroll County, Ohio. It is on record that they sold one 
of the lots they owned to the church for $75 . 

..... RICHARD'S story is in the May 1998 Newsletter. 
in it 1 mentioned that he was born in 1738 in Prince Georges COlmty in Maryland but 
after the Revolutionary War he lived in Yohogania County in Virginia. According to 
DAR record.<;, he wac; married to Mary Turner sometime around 1768. The marriage date 
has not been proven. During the time he lived in Virginia, he was appointed constable 
and appears many times in the ViTgi nia Court Records ofthe county from 1775 to 1780. 



He died December 28, 1804 in West Virginia. We know that Richard was the father of 
the previous William. 

-------,OHN WILLIAM. father of 
Richard, ha. heen hard to trace. Ili s hil1h could have been around 17 O. Recor~ show 
that he married Joanna Broadcutt February 1, 1728 or 1729 in Prince Georges County, 
Maryland. This marriage has been documented. I Ie died in 1750 We know that 
Richard's mother, Joanna was the Broadcutt because her will, probated in 1744 names 
Richard her ~on and since John William was her spouse, we acc.ept Richard as her son 
because he was mentioned in her will. At the time of her death she owned 167 acres 
known as Turkey Flight Enlarged Iler will also mentions that she wa~ a midwife. 

-'WILLIAM 
is where our reierences become blurred. There are two William Elsons~ ejther one could 
be the father of John William above. One William in the book, "The Early Settlers of 
Maryland," says William Elson arrived in 1640 as a servant. It doe..c;n ' t mention his age. 
Servant is explained as meaning that the individual agreed to a time of servitude and 
upon completion would usually receive a land package. This seems plausihle only 
because of the place and land. However, would he have had a child at age 60, namely 
John William, the one who we know was married in Maryland and whose mother had 
land in Maryland. The other William Elson is from the book "The Original Lists of 
Persons of Quallty, Emigrants Religious Exiles; Political Rehel s; Serving Men Sold For 
a Term Of Years; Apprentices' Children Stolen, Maidens Pressed; and Others Who Went 
From Great Britain to The American Plantations 1600- 1700 " It li sts th is William Elson 
arriving on March 20, 1678, in the Ketch Begining, [sic] for new Yorke, William Play 
ComandeL 

The first former William mentioned is recorded from Land Patents, 1633-1680 in the Hall 
of Records, Allnapo is, Maryland These land patents might ave more clues IF they are 
available. Maryland is the correct location. This book is published in the United States. 

The latter William is from the book that says "from MSS. Preserved in the State Paper 
Department of er Majesty ' s Public Record Office, England published i 1962 " This 
date seems to be more plausible as John William's birth could be around 1700. But did 
this William eventually go to Maryland? TIle book does not say. 

So this is the dilemma. Which immjgrant is our first Elson? One book's record is from 
the United States, the-Other from England's record... The colony at the time bel.onged to 
England. One William's age was seemingly inconsistent, while the other fits the profile 
better. Our John William did have an older brother but that too is another story. 0 
maybe neither one is our ancestor. There was a John Elson, a freeman (unmarried) who 
carne in 1653 an died in 1685, with no record of his descendants . Could be he was 
William's father. At any rate, these are the only early Elsons I can find. Contrary to 
what one mig11t think, E son is not a common name in t le United States. Tracing Mary 
Elizabeth's heritage to John William was comparatively easy. It is before John William 
that there is no link. And that leaves me wondering Was the original Elson Britis 1 and 
our Scotch-Irish heritage only came from Hannah Stewart? 
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OUR 

Recent findings in the paternity 
of Ann Bevan, our Quaker ancestor who 
was ousted from the Quakers because of 
her marriage to Abraham Free, tell us 
that she was one of four children born to 
William Bevan and Mary Sharpus. 

Of her being a Bevan, we are 
sure. Of her father being a Bevan we are 
sure. But there is a mystery about her 
father William. Was he or was he not a 
brother, cousin, or any other relative of 
the original John Bevan who came from 
Wales? So many records have been 
destroyed or lost but of the minutes of 
the Quaker meeting in Hartford, 
Pennsylvania, we have this record. 

The minutes read "in the Chester 
Monthly meeting Pennsylvania, William 
Bevan of Newton Township, Chester 
County, married 8 May, 1705 to Mary 
Sharpus of Haverford Twp, at the 
Haverford Meeting House under the care 
ofRadnor Monthly meeting, all in 
Pennsy Ivania. Signers of this marriage 
certificate were John and Evan Bevan." 

The Bevan book says the 
children of William and Mary seem to 
be four, namely, Elizabeth born 1706, 
Ann born 1708, Mordecai born 1710, 
and Benjamin born 1711. 

The signers of the marriage were 
John and Evan Bevan, sons of the 
original John from Glamorganshire, 
Wales. It seems plausible that William 
was a part of the Bevan, family. There 
is a long history of the Bevans in Wales 
... The original John became a Quaker 
and settled on 2000 acres in Haverford 
Twp, Chester Co. He and his wife both 
were descendants of King Edward II. 
This John Bevan originally lived in 
Wales on the manor known as 
"Treverigg" ... not far from Cardiff. 
There was a plain Quaker meeting 

HISTORY 

House nearby ... and today it has a 
bronze plate containing the record of Sir 
John Bevan. 

Meeting House on his estate of 
Treverigg, Glamorganshire in Wales. 

Our ancestor William Bevan, 
however, has not been officially 
identified with the original John Bevan 
although he appears in several of the 
Minutes ofthe Town Meetings. That is 
the reason for the title WHAT IF. 

Correspondence with the author 
of the BEVAN book, a volume of 1283 
pages, writes that there could be several 
reasons for the omission of William as a 
bonafide family member. 

One reason is that the records 
could have been lost as many were, due 
to fires and carelessness. Another is that 
the family was ousted from the group 
just as Anne, our ancestor was, for 
marrying a non-Quaker. 

We do know that "Mordecai, a 
brother of Anne, was ousted for the 
crime of fornication and was found 
guilty in a trial, fined four pounds, and 
must maintain the female child. Ann 
Reese stated that Mordecai came to her 
father's house and seduced her in front 
of the fireplace." With two children 
ousted from the group, perhaps the 
parents were ousted too, and that is why 
their records are lost. 



I have been told that many of you 
are keeping these issues in notebooks. 
May I make this suggestion? Since each 
newsletter has been adding new names, 
it m.ight be easier for you to keep the 
issues by family instead of by year. 

For example, by keeping the 
Durland and Crane issues together you 
will be able to recognize the families 
pertaining to the respective first Durland 
ancestor and the first Crane ancestor 
specially since these families go back so 
far and I am now adding the female 
names. Eventually I will even write 
about their sources overseas but frrst I 
want to exhaust all the names in this 
hemisphere. 

This is only a suggestion of 
course, but as I find new female names, I 
will try to make their relationship as 
clear as I can. However, it will be up to 
all of you to keep the families in their 
proper perspective. By now you have 
probably figured out that the issues are 
divided according to my grandparents 
i.e. Grandpa James Durland, Grandma 
Rebecca Free, Grandpa John 
Schueneman and Grandma Minnie 
Kuhnert. The only exception is my 
Great Grandma Mary Ann Crane who is 
the mother of Grandpa Durland, and 
now has her own issues. 

This is why I'm suggesting that 
you keep the issues according to families 
rather than years. 

I Can you imagine the language 
problems in the new country? 

The first English settlers in North 
America encountered the Spanish, the 
French and the Dutch as colonial rivals. , 

Harry Durland's ancestors were 
from all these areas, except the Spanish. 
Beginning with the Dutch, the Dorlandts 
were Dutch colonizers; the Cranes . were 
English colonizers. 

The Germans, on the other hand, 
were America's first non-colonizing 
immigrants fleeing from religious 
persecution at home. The German 
migrations began as early as 1683 when 
settlers began to reach Pennsylvania. 

Among the first group 
fleeing religious persecution were the 
French Huguenots. We have a branch of 
the French speaking in our heritage but 
they quickly took on the English 
language. 

Also, there was a new, rowdy 
element of English speakers, land 
hungry frontiersmen from Scotland and 
the Ulster settlements of Northern 
Ireland, the Scotch-Irish. They 
originally fled from religious persecution 
in Scotland, went to Ulster, and then to 
the colonies. 

This Free/Elson issue concerns 
the Germans, the Scotch-Irish, and a new 
group the Welsh settlers, the Quakers, 
also fleeing from religious persecution. 

So with the FreelElson issue you 
have yet another set of names which 
could be confusing if not kept separate. 
If I am correct the Elson fam.ily and the 
Free family perhaps can be traced back 
to William Penn. And now we have the 
Quakers, another group that fled 
religious persecution and also probably 
go back to William Penn. However they 
were English speaking. Their religious 
influence has been very pervasive up to 
this day. 
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The only Free close cousins I 
know are Geraldine Mounts and her 
brother Frederick who live in Santa 
Barbara, California. 

Frederick and Geraldine Mounts 
Brother and Sister 

Gerri is the one who went with me to 
Flora, Illinois also looking for her Free 
roots. We correspond often. She was a 
great help and passed on lots of 
information to me. Her grandmother is 
Alwilda Free, sister of Rebecca, so she 
and I are second cousins. 

Gerri has a family in Santa 
Barbara, California so there are many 
Free cousins out there. Kin in Wyoming 
and Montana; kin in Indiana; kin in 
Kentucky. Kin all over the U. S. That's 
because our fore Ithers came to this 
county almost four hundred years ago. 

This has been a very time 
consuming issue for me to get together. 
I don't know why except maybe because 
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I tried to condense too much information 
in short stories. I found that I was 
spending 8 hours a day on one story. 
Instead of being able to whip up an idea 
in a couple of hours, it is taking me a 
week on just one. The issues do present 
a challenge but I have no plans to give 
them up. 

1 have been trying to get more 
current with my stories but It is not easy 
because in each family there is one who 
doesn't want any of the immediate past 
known. In my next issue, the Kuhnerts, 
I will tell you about one. 

There is something new added 
which will clear up many of my errors. I 
have a proof reader. My very intelligent 
nephew, Jerry Larkin offered to do this 
job for me and I accepted. It's a tedious 
process. I hope he doesn't get too 
discouraged. 

Yes, the last surprise picture was 
Janet Larkin Smith. I'm putting out a 
call for other photos. I bet you miss the 
one below. 

GUESS WHO 

BUDJA
Typewritten Text
Copy Editor: Jerry Larkin




