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VOLUME DURLAND/CRANE JANUARY 1996
(ED NOTE- The logical beginning is to lay the foundation for the DURLAND/CRANE connection. Future

issues will address their descendants, their forefathers, and the historical connections.)
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THE
ROBERT DURLAND AND MARY ANN CRANE

CONNECTION

Harry Durland, grandson of Robert Durland, was so proud that his
ancestry in the United States went back to 1652 when the first
known Dorlandt came to the shores of the New World from Holland.
Had he only looked into the ancestry of his grandmother, Mary Ann
Crane, he would have known that her forefathers in America
predated the Dorlandts by thirteen years. CONT. PAGE 2
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The eighth of nine children, four boys and four girls, Robert Durland
was born April 2, 1818 in Bath, New York to William Dorland Jr. and
Sarah Youngs. A brother, Nelson C. Durland, wrote, "my brother
Robert was the youngest member of our family when we left New
York. He grew up to manhood at the old home in Indiana...He never
aspired to be anything but a farmer. He finally became owner of the
old homestead, and my mother's home was always with him. In the
process of time, Robert married a girl of the neighborhood, a Miss
Mary Ann Crane, and brought her home. They farmed and prospered.
Robert was a man that never worried over anything. I don't think I
ever saw him under excitement and yet everything he took hold of
prospered in his hands."

Robert Durland and Mary Ann Crane were married April 19, 1839 in
Jackson County, Indiana. She was born in Hamilton County, Ohio,
November 5, 1816, the eighth child of ten of Obidiah Crane and
Elizabeth Schuler. Her father was also a farmer who eventually
moved to Indiana.

" in 1859 he(Robert) became dissatisfied and finally sold the old
homestead and other lands that he had bought and moved to Flora,
Illinois, and went into the hardware business., and also bought
several tracts of land. He did well at the hardware. Their trade
reached out many miles through the country, but in the process of
time, Robert's health failed. He lingered for a time and was buried
in Flora, Illinois."

During the time Robert owned the hardware store he was a
stockholder in the Clay County Bank which eventually became the
First National Bank of Flora.

When he died, March 25, 1879, until the settlement of his estate,
Mary Ann ran the hardware business. Eventually, three sons took
over the business from their mother. "The three sons had served
various periods of clerkship for the firm and were thoroughly
qualified to carry on the business for their mother."

Mary Ann died November 29, 1907 of cancer of the stomach. She
was 91 and had lived in Illinois 40 years. Even though she ran the
hardware business for a time, her death certificate listed her
occupation as housekeeper.
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VARIOUS FACES OF THE COAT-OF-ARMS

SPRUNG FROM

Jan Cerretse Dorlandt, Holland Emigrant, 1652

AND

Lambert Janse Dorlandt, Holland Emigrant^ 1663

DORLAND VAN NIJENRODE

(BREUKELEN) 1391
THE DORLAND COAT-OF-ARMS.

DORLANT (naschrift)
door

E. VAN ALPHEN Az.

Un about 1100 A.D. most people in
Europe had only one name (This is still
true in some primitive countries today).
As the population increased it became
awkward to live in a village wherein
perhaps 1/3 of the males were named
John, another sizable percentage named
William, and so forth.

And so, to distinguish one John from
another a second name was needed. There
were four primary sources for these
second names. They were: a man's occupa-
tion, his location, his father's name or
some peculiar characteristic of his.
Here are some examples.

Occupation: The local house builder,
food preparer, grain grinder and suit
maker would be named respectively: John
Carpenter, John Cook, John Miller, and
John Taylor.

Location: The John who lived over the
hill became known as John Overhill, the
one who dwelled near a stream might be
dubbed John Brook or perhaps John
Atbrook.

Patronymical: (father's name): Many of
these surnames can be recognized by the
termination—son, such as Williamson,
Jackson, etc. Some endings used by
oth^r countries to indicate "son" are:
A :an's—ian, Dane's and Norwegian's

,n, Finn's — nen, Greek's — pulos,
Spaniard's—ez, and Pole's—wiecz .
Prefixes denoting "son" are the Welsh—

ARMS: Gules, guttee argent, a fesse nebulet oftkelast.—t''£.zcy-
clopsdia Heraldica " and Burke's " Encyclopedia of Heraldry."

BY

JOHN DORLAND CREMER

©1972 Halberts

Ap, the Scot 's and Irish-—Mac, and
the Norman's—-Fitz. The Irish 0'
incidentally denotes grandfather.

Characteristic: An unusually small
labeled Small, Short,
A large man might be
Large, Lang, or Long.

a

person might be
Little or Lytle.
named Longfellow,
Many persons having characteristics of
certain animal would be given the animal's
name. Examples: a sly person might be
named Fox; a good swimmer, Fish; a quiet
man, Dove; etc.

In addition to needing an extra name for
identification, one occupational group
found it necessary to go a step further.
The fighting man: The fighting man of
the Middle Ages wore a metal suit of
armor for protection. Since this suit of
armor included a helmet that completely
covered the head, a knight in full battle
dress was unrecognizable. To prevent
friend from attacking friend during the
heat of battle, it became necessary for
each knight to somehow identify himself.
Many knights accomplished this by paint-
ing colorful patterns on their battle
shields. These patterns were also woven
into cloth surcoats which were worn over
a suit of armor. Thus was born the term,
"Coat of Arms."

As this practice grew more popular, it
became more and more likely that two
knights unknown to each other might be
using the same insignia. To prevent
this, records were kept that granted the

right to a parti cular pattern to a
particular knight. His family also
shared his right to display these arms.

some instances, these records have
been preserved and/or compiled into book
form. The records list the family name
and an exact description of the "Coat of
Arms' granted to that family.

Interest in heraldry is increasing daily.
This is especially true among people who
have a measure of family pride and who
resent attempts of our society to reduce
each individual to a series of numbers
stored somewhere in a computer. In our
matter-of-fact day and age, a "Coat of
Arms is one of the rare devices remaining
that can provide an incentive to preserve
our heritage. We hope you'll agree that
it is much more than just a wall
decoration.

YOUR NAME AND YOUR COAT OF ARMS

Priceless Gifts From History

Nancy L. Halbert
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When brother Grant put together his account of the Dorlund
and Green families about twenty years ago. 1 resolved that when I
was free from the pressure of daily business affai rs I would,try to
expand his record and bring it up to date. Knowledge of one's origin
is a highly perishable commodity. By the time some member of a
family gets interested in assembling the facts, he often finds there arc
few members of the family still alive to supply the simple details that
would have been so easy to gather twenty or thirty years earlier.

Some would argue that it isn't of any real importance, in any
case, to know anything about one's origin. What does it really mat ter
if some relative ten generations removed came over in the Mayflower
or not'.' What value is there in el igibi l i ty for membersliip in the
Daughters of the American Revolution or the Holland Society? I
would agree that tracing lineage back to some remote relative just to
acquire a false sense of prestige is certainly pointless, and excessive
preoccupation with what relatives have done, rather than what use
you have made yourself of the heritage they passed down to you, is
downright ridiculous.

Nevertheless, there are valid reasons for being informed on what
has happened in any family for at least three or four generations
back. It is worthwhile to know what general types of ind iv idua l s the
family has produced, because types tend to recur in a f ami ly . If a
parent is aware of the weaknesses that have cropped out in a family
line, he can be alert to what danger signals to look for. and what
problems to ant icipate before they occur.

Another valid reason for assembling a family record is that ii
helps build a feeling of "cian pride", gives each new member of the
family a t radi t ion to live up to. and a goal toward which to work.
There is an element of ego in all of us. and. as -critics of our family
have sometimes suggested'to me. a disproport ionate amount in the
Dorlands. I make no apology for this ego. It explains, perhaps, why
most members of our family , in my generation at least, had a strong
desire to 'excel at whatever task they undertook, and a supreme
confidence that they could excel.

One more good reason exists for pu t t ing a family history
together — the small degree of immor ta l i ty tha t it. offers the
members of the clan, and the author of the piece. We are all the
richer because Samuel Pepys took time more than a hundred years
ago to describe his family, his friends and his daily doings, thereby
immorta l iz ing himself and them. Perhaps in another hundred years or
so. the great grandchildren of my three daughters, Suzanne, Lorraine
and Gabrielle. will be glad that I took the time to assemble more of
our family record before it all disappeared.
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Welcome to the first newsletter of the 1996 series. I apologize for
the typing errors but believe me, I have spent days cutting and pasting and
that doesnn't count the thinking time deciding what to include. I hope I
have whetted your appetite for those to follow.

My primary layout will always include stories and more history.
That will be the past. Unfortunately, Ruby Moore who has been so helpful
on the Durland/Crane side passed away this last year. I have no idea what
is going to become of her research which makes me very sad. This means
that I will have to concentrate more on these families. Please keep the
progression which is on page 1 as I will refer to female contributions more
in the future. It is through a female that we are related to royalty!

The present will contain news of the families as I discover more
relatives. I will include their addresses so in case you travel to their areas
you can call. Just before Christmas I received letters from Jean Durland
True in Casper, Wyoming and her sister Alice Ryniker in Billings, Mt.
Jean sent me a copy of a picture of Mary Ann Crane, the only one that I
have. Their father and Harry were fitst cousins. Believe me, it is lots of
fun to find cousins all over the globe. I also receive letters from Grace
Durland in Oregon whose husband Charles was Harry's nephew. Sadly, I
don't know one relative from Mary Ann. I shall have to work on that
connection.

For the future, I plan to tell you specifically what progress I'm
working on and where I plan to go. At the present time, I'm in contact
with Don Durland. He is a descendant of Maurice, a brother of James. I
hope he will help me find some Crane relations. I'm sure there are many
around.

I will be very happy to receive any imput of any kind, suggestions,
etc.

JEAN TRUE GRACE DURLAND DON DURLAND
DRAWER 2360 3224 N.E. 43RD AVE. 334 SOUTH 22ND
CASPER, WYOMING PORTLAND, OR DECATUR, IL.
82602 97213 62521
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